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TO. THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


HENRY FLOG 


SI R, 


COULD Tmake my preſent Language contraditt 
| Principles Thave repeatedly attempted to enforce, or 
v , facrifice Conviction to Self-Intereſt, I ſhould em- 
brace the Tenet of the Day, run with the Stream, and 
dedicate theſe Letters io ſome Great Man, who deems 
zt wiſe to ereft the triumphal column of IRELAND's 
Freedom on the Arch of a Bubble. But I am not 
Maſter of ſo much worldly Policy ; and therefore, 
BY Sir, as your private Station, th full of Honor, 
ſecures me from all Suſpicion of venal Panegyric, 
| I can with no leſs guſineſs than Sincerity aſſert, 
BE that feeling the TRUTH of your Doctrine of 
| SIMPLE REPEAL Yo amount in proof to Mathe- 
matical Demonſtration, 1 ſhall ever hold it the 
chief Pride of my Life lo have inſcribed theſe Poli- 
tical Pieces, humble as they are, 10 the ableſt Friend 
of the Liberties of lis Country. I am SIR, 


With the higheſt Reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble Servant, 


ROBERT HOULTON: 


Dublin, June 28, 
1782. 
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 feating the eſſentials of the conſtitution 3 or when they act with in- 


eſtimation not to ſecure me a gracious reception. 


ET 


CONSTITUTIONAL WATCHMAN. 


( Publiſhed in the Fxzeman's Journart.) 


L 
To His EXcELLENCY 


THE EARL OF CARLISLE. 


1% Amidſt the humiliating weakneſſes of our nature which I have de. 
fſeribed, it is ſome conſolation to reflect, that to the diviſions and ci- 
vil conteſts of eminent men we owe that conflitution which was 

Wont to be our happineſ; and pride. The genuine uſe of ſuch diviſi- 
ons is, to watch over the political rights of the people, and to check 

" the irregularities of the executive power ; for it muſt never be forgot- 
ten amongſt us, that government is the bufineſs both of thoſe who are 
to govern, and of thoſe whom the conſtitution has inſtituted to con- 
troul: nor is it too much to ſay, that parties ftill continue to be a- 
lutary and beneficial, not only as a check, but as a ſpur to the execu - 
tive government ; except only when they maintain oppoſite views, af- 


temperate animoſity and eagerneſs in times of foreign negotiation and 
foreign wars.” 

See a Letter to the Earl of Carliſle, p. 19. On certain Per- 

verſions of political Reaſoning.— By William Eden, Eſq. 


| Fes. 6, 1781. 
Tuus, my Lord, with Mr. Epzx in ad- 
vance, I do myſelf the honour of an introducti- 


on; perſuaded, that a text from his political 
doctrines, ſtands too high in your Excellency's 


This ceremony over, the refined urbanity for | 
which your Lordſhip is ſo eminently diſtinguiſuæ 
ed, and a complacency of manners which my ; 


fo | 


alma mater in implanting © ingenuas fideliter 


artes, hath preſented, leave me already at perfect 


eaſe in the preſence of his Excellency the 


LoRD LIEUTENANT. 
Under the profeſſion of a ſincere regard for 
the conſtitutional rights and liberties of Ireland, 


I dare, my Lord, to addreſs you, and to intrude 


myſelf on the public at-a time, the moſt critical, 

that ever awaited the fate of a kingdom—a time, 
when it highly becomes connection to act without 
duplicity, and to baniſh every idea of unnatural 
oppreſſion. —lf not---leſs moderate men than I 
am, may conclude it u and neceſſary to em- 
brace that ©& tide which is „i on the flood ;” 
and which, if once embraced, might place Ire- 


Jand in a point of eminence, equally regardleſs 


of miniſterial chicanery, or the arbitrary inten- 
tions of power.---In fact, my Lord, if ſome jea- 
louſies, which took deep root at the concluſion 
of our laſt ſeſſions of Parliament, be not nipped 
in the bud, a cauſe may be the fruit, whoſe u/- 
limatum is yet an embrio. Your Excellency's pe- 
netration, independant of your Secretary's ſaga- 
city, ſaves me an explanation. 

Before I proceed, I ought to beg your Excel- 
lency's pardon for the ſubſtance of the laſt para- 
graph. It is an ebullition that involuntarily eſ- 
caped me. I have anticipated myſelf; and there- 
by commenced my ſyſtem of politics with, per- 
haps, (but Heaven avert the 4/7707) the Jenoue- 
ment of the plot. Your Lordſhip may imagine 
J have exhibited it as a frontiſpiece in terrorem. 
In good truth, I think the ſuggeſtion the beſt 
apology for the breach of unty; ſo, in ſimple 
honeſty, my Lord, let the paragraph ſtand where 


it has ſo premature Nurped a place. 
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5 ($4 
The CoxsrITUTIONAL WATCRNMAN!I Such, 
my Lord, you perceive is the title with which I 


have decked myſelf; and ſuch, by the bleſſing 
of Providence, ſhall long be my ſignature in the 


cauſe of Ireland To watch (according to 
Mr. Eden) over the political rights of the peo- 
ple.” I know not that i am equal to the taſk ; 
but if the moſt aſſiduous and earneſt endeayours, 
accompanied with an unconquerable ſtability of 
mind, have a claim to notice and attention, my 
countrymen will frequently find me a candidate 
for theſe honourable diſtinctions. $7 
Agreeable to my character profeſſed=--of con- 


fiitutronal circumſpeclion, it will be ſtrictly con- 


ſiſtent, my Lord, if, in my introductory letters, 
I attempt the following enquiries: 3 
What political motives operated, moſt proba- 
bly, with government, to the appointment of 
your Excellency the Viceroy of Ireland? And, 
What the probable reaſons, that induced Mi- 


niſtry to adviſe (I do not ſay---command) your 


Excellency to nominate Mr. Eden your Secre- 
tary? 1 a 
Since it hath been a leading feature in the 
conduct of the preſent adminiſtration, that men, 
inveſted with ſupreme command, have been 
wholly ignorant of the plans of government, 


and have loudly complained of miniſterial dire- 


liction, it may ſound fomewhat preſumptuous in 
me, who have all my days fat an humble ſpec- 
tator before the curtain, even to dare fuch an at- 
tempt.---And to many, whoſe political ken is 
confined to an obſcure and contracted medium; 


whoſe lives paſs in one dull ſeries of inſipid 


mediocrity, and are 2 to die philoſo- 
2 1 
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phers on the ſurface only of matter, theſe en- 
quiries may appear no leſs uſeleſs than imperti- 
nent. But, my Lord, though the Cabinet be 
generally deemed inſcrutable, the outlines of 
miniſterial conduct, when in action, fall within 
the reach of common reaſon, and are to be traced 
by common underſtandings. And ſure I am, 
that the propoſed enquiries contain matter, can 
jt be thoroughly inveſtigated, of the firſt. con- 
ſequence to the inteteſts of this kingdom. To 
develope the motrves of appointments may deve- 
lope de/igns for execution; which, according to 
their ſalutary or inimical complexion, may be 
met with generoſity, or oppoſed with the additi- 
_ onal force of timely precaution. 

In attempting to attain the motives of the 
Cabinet for your Excellency's appointment to 
the government of Ireland, I am unavoidably 
neceſſitated, for preciſion ſake, to. conſider the 
leading characteriſtics of the object of their 
choice : in doing which, . your Lordſhip's beſt 
friends ſhall allow, that I have touched ſo nice 
a ſubject with a ſuitable delicacy.—-Early did 
the tender bud of youth diſplay tints, my Lord, 
of your elegance of manners and brilliancy of 
imagination. The muſes adopted you in the 
cradle; and, ere the beard had ſtamped man 
upon your chin, impelled you to give ſpeci- 
mens of their partiality, which might have been 
miſtaken for the productions of an adept long 
verſed in the art of culling the beauties of Par- 
naſſus.---Flattering as were theſe early emana- 
tions of ſuperior taſte and abilities to your Lord- 
ſhip's family and friends, they were not without 
a thorn ;---for I know not to what influence of 


* 


[5 1 
nature to aſſign it, but to be born a Poet is aſ- 
ſuredly, my Lord, to be born to misfortunes. 
Whether the Phocran ladies preſent a deluſive 
medium to the mental eye, thro' which all ob- 
jects appear with an inviting aſpect, I pretend 
not to determine; but certain it is, that a large 
draught of the Heliconian ſtream, as well as of 
Lethe, renders us inſenſible to care and ſor- 
row; and induces us to conſider prudence and 
economy as inſipid old dames and moſt imperti- 
nent intruders. From this cauſe the votaries of 
Apollo are generally found in every captivating 
ſcene of pleaſure, 'The natural conſequences 
are frequent embarraſſing ſituations and unwel- 


come reflections, from the purſe not being in 


uniſon with inclination; to which generally ſuc- 
ceed ſome ſerious meditations how to recruit 

nance for another plunge into the vortex of 
di//ipation. I preſume not to intimate, my Lord, 
that you can embelliſh theſe remarks with expe- 
rimental obſervations ; or that, from ſimilar ra- 
tiocination, your Lordſhip found it expedrent to 
accept the propoſals of government to go a Com- 
miſſioner to America, and the ſubſequent one 
of becoming Viceroy of Ireland. The queſtion 
15-—-how theſe outlines of character ſtruck Mi- 
niſters whether they operated with them as 
one of the efficient motives for inveſting your 
Excellency with your high ſtation. 

Several reaſons induce me to think, my Lord, 
that in the preſent very critical ſtate of Ireland, 
the internal cabinet judged it ſound policy, in 
the firſt place, to appoint a Viceroy, who would 

be naturally inclined to make the Caſtle of Dub- 
In a faſcinating court of gatety and pleaſure.— 


1 1 ͤ — !A ——ů — ů P — 


Your Excellency's predeceſſor was a plain 
man; and neither ſacrificed, as I could ever 
learn, to Venus, Bacchus or the Muſes : from 
which conſideration, particularly the latter, we 
may conclude him, by inverſe reaſoning, nay, 
we experienced him to have have had in world- 
ly concerns, much prudence and economy. But 
however odd it may ſound to ſuperficial readers, 
that very prudence and conomy were of the ut- 


moſt political diſſervice to all the ſchemes which 


miniſtry ever planned againſt the intereſts of this 
long oppreſſed country. For a right conception 
of this, it is neceſſary to remark, at leaſt to mi- 


nute obſervers of men and manners, that po- 
tentates have generally found it good policy, 


during a patriotic oppoſition of their mcaſures, 
or critical ſituation of public affairs, to render 
their courts gay and voluptuous even to diffipa-. 
tion; and not without a wiſh that the delicious 
poiſon might be infuſed thro? all ranks in their 
reſpective dominions. The principle of ſuch 
policy, my Lord, is this: Subjects, who have na 


lures whereby to indulge alienations of the mind, 


are apt to hin on and meditate, to reaſon on 
and dr/cuſs thoſe matters of national concern, 
which Kings and Miniſters would ever chooſe to 


confine within their own ic, and deter mi- 


nation. Agreeable to this poſition, whoever at- 
tentively ſtudies the reign of Charles the II. will 
have reaſon to conclude, that the luxurious diſ- 
ſipation of his court had objects of far greater 
moment than the ſimple introduction of pleaſure, 
He drained his ſubjeQs purſes moſt commodi- 


ouſly over a bottle---He made arbitrary ſteps, 


with a grace, in a dance---and his vigils to Ve- 


(24 


nus were aimed, in more ſenſes than one, at 
the affeQions and liberties of his people. 

To apply the foregoing obſervations to its 
proper fubject, we find that, during the whole 
of the Earl of Buckinghamfhire's adminiftrati- 
on, the Caſtle of Dublin wore a gloom of care, 
of dullneſs and of taſteleſs pleaſure. Drawing: 
rooms and balls were as ſeldom as decency d 
admit; and thoſe attended to only, Wich any 
conſtancy, by ancient dowagers, ſtarch anti- 
quated virgins, ſuperannuated generals, and. all 
the tribe of hunters after eccleſiaſtical prefer- 
ment. 'The natural conſequence was, that not 
only thoſe who were within its ſphere of aQi- 
on, but the whole kingdom caught the inf ipid 
infection. Grave and patriotic ſenators had 
more time to cogitate, and reflect on the impo- 
veriſhed---unhappy ſtate of their country: and 
all the. youth of Ireland were obliged, from a 
want of national amuſement; to ſeek a relaxa- 
tion of mind. This led the former, my Lord, 
to open their eyes and thoſe of their conftitu- 
ents ; and the latter to adopt an entertainment 
for themſelves, which I beg leave to ſtile 


THE AMUSEMENT OF THE FIRELOCK ; 


an' amufement, indeed, not very agreeable to 
the wiſhes and deſigns of a corrupt adminiſtrati- 
on; and which, I have nooccaſion to inform your 
Excellency, hath already created a phalanx of 
above eighty thouſand of the beſt accoutred and 
beſt diſciplined martial Volunteers, that ever the 
genius of a nation ſmiled on.---Deſigning mini- 
{ters ſaw too late the impolicy of having appoint- 
ed a. Wen, at ſo critical a period, 7 


22 ©] 


worldly prudence, of firiff economy, dead to 
gaiety, and a foe to all faſcinating diſſipation 

and one, who was ſo very uncourtly as to repre- 
ſent wy diſtreſſes of the nation he was ſent to 
"govern,---But thoſe miniſters, who never can be 
condemned by any fact or evidence, ſince the 
commencement of the American war, for pro- 
Plecy or foreſight, have in this, as in many other 


inſtances, adopted their proverbial rule of con- 


duct better late than never: ſo that their firſt 


motive for inveſting your Lordſhip with your 


preſent high dignity ſeems to have been-—-that 
your taſte for pleaſure might give new life to 
the kingdom---that your poetical talents might 
tune to reſt the grievances of the nation, and 
prove them mere fidtion---and that your refined 
plans of voluptuouſneſs might draw patriots from 
their dull meditations on their country's weal, 
and Yolunteers from their odiqus attachment to 
the exerciſe of the Hrelocl. 
Not wiſhing to tire your Excellency tos much 
with my firſt addreſs, J reſerve the remaining 
miniſterial motives of your Lordſhip's appoint- 
ment to the government of Ireland, for the ſub- 
Jet of my ſecond Letter; and am, - 
My Lord, &c. 
The CONSTITUTONAL WATCHMAN, 


b T r RM 


Mr Lok p, Fx B. 20, 1781. 


The firſt motive, whick italy induced 
the Cabinet to inveſt your Excellency with your 
preſent high national dignity, having been pre- 
jumed in my introductory Letter, needs not 


— — — 


| 
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here a repetition. One circumſtance, indeed, 
requires to be brought forward; as the ſecond 
motive, intended to be adduced, rafiaks from a 
leading principle of the firſt. It is this A 
natural propenſity to pleaſure and diſſipation, 
being ſeldom accompanied with an attention to 
&conomy and the rules of common prudence, 


frequently renders. lucrative /lations abſolutely 


expedient for the urgent purpoſes of recruiting 
finance,” | 

Exegpiexcy !---ja&a ef alea, my Lord I 
cannot revoke it—— The main point is your 
Excellency's; of which you will, doubtleſs, 
ſtrive to make the moſi. the chance is ours 
which we muſt endeayour to prevent being a 
loſing one, though the odds be againſt us. —Ex- 
PEDIENCY | -—- ſo whiſpers the uncharitable 
world—and, if with foundation, tis a field 
the moſt productive af Thorns to the Conſtitu- 
zion—a Metal the maſt pliable for receiving 
deſigns or impreſſions of miniſterial Arttſts--- 
a magnetic. ſhrine—to which virtue a is 
impelled to kneel 


Haud facile emergunt quorum virtutibus 
obſtat | 
Res anguſta domi 


ſaith a Roman Poet —and 1s a truiſm, which the 
experience of the world would daily confirm, 
were it to retain it's center to eternity. 

Many men, my Lord, far removed from dig- 
nity and plenitude of fortune, find a difficulty in 


conceiving how the poſſeſſors of ten or twenty 


thouſand pounds per ann. can ever taſte the 
bitter cup of diſtreſs. Would ſuch reflect, that 
eminence of ſtation hath it's ſuitable fixed ra- 


[ 10 ] 


tis of expence, from which to err would be a 
kind of violation of mathematical correctneſs, 
the difficulty would ceaſe. By this ſpecific rule 
of proportion, the greater the dignity the great- 
er the expence. A man of five thouſand per 
ann. cannot be ſaid, in a philoſophical ſenſe, to 
be richer than a man of five hundred. Both, 
at the year's'end, may be equally poor, and the 


former as much expoſed to temptation as the 


latter. Prudence is highly neceſſary for each; 
and when either becomes enſla ved to the idleties 
of life, the natural embarraſſing conſequences, 


eſpecially if a man of elegance and abilities, 
will ſpeedily render him the fitte/? inſtrument for 
the machinations of power---to finefle with ſena- 
tors---to ſooth patriotiſm---to glofs over corrup- 


tion---or make the Graces pollute the fane of li- 
berty. Principle may ſometimes recoil, but the 
faſcinating trappings of ſtate, and comfortable 


conventency of ſixteen thouſand per ann. addi- 
tional income, fail not ſpeedily to rout the im- 


pertinent intruder. --- Whether, my Lord, this 
doctrine operated, in any degree, with the cabi- 
net, as a „ re motive for your Excellency's ap- 


pointment to the Viceroyſhip of this Kingdom, 


FII dare not abſolutely pronounce. By the iſ- 
ſues of time, by the impending fate of Ireland 
let it be reſolved. 
A third motive may, I think, be more conclu- 
_ ſively ſuppoſed from your Lordſhip having 
embraced the poſt of ri RSH CoMMISSTION ER on 
the embaſſy to America. It has not alone been 
the *** but the experzence of many, that 


thoſe, whoſe principles induced them, on mi- 


niſterial application, to decline taking an active 


1 


part againſt America, have borne a conftant and 
implacable frown of government; while thoſe 
who adhered to an oppoſite ſyſtem of politics, 
who rmplicitly ſubmitted to meaſures impoſed, 


and would father the everlaſting blunders of the. 


Cabinet, have as conſtantly won the ſmile of 
power, and been deemed moſt worthy and mo? 


proper to fill places of the higheſt truſt and oon- 


fidence. An Anti-American zeal, therefore, 


ſeems to have been the to, one of ſincerity 
and obedience the ordeal trial of found attach- 
ment to the wr/e/? mini/try---to the beſt of Kings. 
But I will do your Lordſhip the juſtice to al- 
low, that you croſſed the Attanths as a peace- 
maker, not an active, offenſive enemy. Yet, 
my Lord, you went to execute a commiſſion, a 
fine qua non of Government, that hath been held 
incompatible with the rights and liberties of 


mankind. Though candour impells me to con- 


feſs, that I am by no means a proſelyte to the 
ftrict and ſtrained tenet of the laſt ſentence, your 
Lordſhip's choice of fo oſtenſible an employ, 


during the jar of parties, fully ſerves the pre- 


ſent argument. I am ready to place the yu 


of your Excellency's conduct, of that ex 

tion, on the moſt liberal foundation, from a full 
perſuaſi ion that you had the nobleſt object at 
heart --- the BLESSING of PEACE. But, my 
Lord, numbers will conclude it very probable--- 


nay, will pronounce it the ſtrongeſt of pre- 


ſumptive evidence---that us who would fail 


fome thouſand of leagues, to patch up a mi- 
niſterial ſyſtem, which had involved a continent 
in blood, and who muſt have been privy to the 
fecret correſpondence, deſigned to corrupt the in- 


E 


tegrity of a Member of Congreſs, would not 
heſitate to ſail ur /eagwes, to ſerve the ſame 
_ employers; and to ſap that Hatriotiſin which 
Miniſters might ſuppoſe to be actuated by the 
ſpirit of the times, and to have caught a ſpark 
of American animation. 
Independant of the tive for your Excellency's 
© preſent appointment, ariſing from the general ar- 
gument of being a proved-man, there are ſubordi- 
nate conſiderations which may have operated to 


the ſame end. Miniſters, without any ſuperior 


claim to ſagacity, might conceive, that the diſ- 
appointments. of men of ſenſibility ſtimulate 
but the more to an attainment of their next 
purſuit or enterprize; and that where obligati- 
ons have not been diſcharged with the intereſt 
of wiſhed-for events, gratitude would naturally 


inſpire the receivers, with| an increaſe of ardor 


and attention, to crown a cd favour and com- 


mi/jion, with an overflow, if poſſible, of c- 


ce/s. It muſt occur alſo to miniſters---that ſuch 
a natural aim receives an additional ſpur from 


vanity; from a ſuppoſition of an idea being 


formed, that a repeated miſcarriage, thro' the 
ſame truſt of a Cabinet plan, may ſubject the 
agents to a ſuſpicion of want of conduct, ad- 


dreſs and abilities. The ſum of theſe reflecti- 


ons is, my Lord, that miniſtry are perſuaded, 
from the refinement of your feelings, your moſt 
active endeavours will be employed, that your 


return from Ireland may be more Happy for their 


ends, wiſhes and de ſigns, than your late one from 


; „ae 
I am now arrived, my Lord; at the laſt mo- 


tive, with which I propoſe to trouble your Lord- 


I 

ſhip and public, as the probable ground work 
for your appointment to the Government of this 
Kingdom.—With a wiſh to purſue the advice 
of Longinus, by raz/ing the objects of my diſ- 
cuſſion, I ſhall aſcribe e motrve to the honour- 
able influence of your Excellency's early ac- 
quired and very extenſive — {or om 
and to the experienced ſolidity of your under- 
ſtanding. To thoſe, who have the happineſs of 
boaſting a long intimacy with your Lordſhip, 
the aſſiduity of your reſearches, and conſtant 
wiſh of information, render the firſt point of 
indiſputable notoriety. The latter is confirmed 
by every thing you ſpeak---by every thing you 
write, I am ready, therefore, to admit, had 
there been no co-operating motives, this alone 
was ample to have marked your Excellency for 
the firſt place in miniſterial eſtimation, and 
your high employ as their greateſt acquiſition in 
the preſent delicate and unſettled humour—in 
the impending moſt critical fate of Ireland. 

When I throw out, my Lord, the expreſſions 
which wind up the laſt — tony believe me 
they are not the mere effuſions of bluſter, nor 
the offspring of ill-founded alarm. Would your 
Excellency breathe 7ncog: A & purer air than that 
of the caſtle, and which many parts of the king- 


dom afford, Evidence would break upon your 
ſight---Sounds would boldly waft to your ear, 
and whoſe repetition you would hear fondly un- 


dulated by echo, to convince you“ I ſpeak 


forth the words of ruth and Joberneſs. Miniſ- 


ters, my Lord, know 7his---and 'tis the convie- 
tion of it that induces them , at ſo critical a period, 
to appoint. us a chief Governor of addreſs, of 
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penetration, of ſtrong mental abilities, to ſooth 
to ſtem to meet a /mothered---med:tated---de- 
termined Blow; if a ſmothered---medittated--- 
determined reſolution of Government be 72/1 
cerihy, and injuſtice towards Ireland. 
From what has been offered, if the minuteſt 
ray of probability or ſuſpicion ſhall ariſe, that 
your Excellency be deſigned a miniſterial in- 
ſtrument for purpoſes inimical to the utereſt and 
Liberties of this Kingdom, it is my duty, my 
Lord, as a Profeſſor of conſtitutional circumſpec- 
tion, to warn my Countrymen to be trebly on 
their guard to pay and receive as few compli- 

ments in advance as poſſible and to let the 


concluſion, not the commencement of your admini- 


ſtration be the ſole criterion of judgment, and 
only rule for their final determination and 


conduCt. 


I intended, my Lord, in this letter, to have 


attempted an inveſtigation of the ſecond pro- 


poſed enquiry---v1z. 
« The motives of Government for adviſ ing 


your Excellency to nominate Mr. Ep Ex to the 


Secretaryſhip.“ 
But on revolving the ſubject, I find it will 


afford ample matter for a third addreſs to your 
Excellency. 


I ſhall only add, therefore, that I have the 


honour to remain, 
My Lord, &c. 


The CONSTITUTIONAL WATCHMAN. 


Mr Loks, 
Man cn 6, 1787. 


＋ HE motives of the Britiſh cabinet for your 
appointment to the government of Ireland have 
been attempted. Effects, which muſt await the 
reſult of time, will demonſtrate the. juſtneſs or 
fallibility of my opinions on this point.---The 
inducements which led to a nomination of Mr. 
Even to the Secretaryſhip is my preſent ſubjeQ. 

From the affectionate term“ my dear Lord,” 


with which Mr. Eden introduces and are 


{ome of his public letters to the Earl of Carliſle, 
we might at firſt imagine, that early.intimacy or 
zealous friendſhip alone won him the Secretary- 
ſhip of Ireland. But at ſo very critical a period, 
when an adminiſtration for this kingdom, pro- 
perly filled in all its parts, became an object of 
indiſpenſable neceſſity for the preſervation of a 
gem to the Crown of England, it muſt ſtrike, 
my Lord, every man of common diſcernment, 
that other influence beſides friendſhip ope- 
rated to place Mr. Eden in his high office: 
and hrs infivence, J heſitate not to pronounce, 
was miniſterial, for many reaſons that ſhall be 
adduced. Happy, however, was it for your 
Excellency's ſatisfaction of mind, that the Ca- 
binet motives for your friend's nomination to the 
Secretaryſhip met the warmeſt wiſhes of your 
heart: -* * 
From the high eſtimation of Mr. Eden with 
your Excellency, 1 think I ſhall not hurt your 
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feelings by obſerving, that his long intimacy 
with your Lordſhip, and his having placed be- 
fore you a political mirror, conſtructed according 
to government-patent, were corroborating induce- 
ments to the Crown even for the appointment 
of the Earl of Carliſle to the Viceroyſhip of Ire- 
land. This poſition, ſingular as it may appear, 
may receive authority from ſeveral parts of the 
enquiry under diſcuſſion. And, if ſuch be the 


. caſe, it would be ſtrange indeed, if thoſe in- 
ducements did not as powerfully urge Mr. Eden's 


appointment to an high employ in that admini- 
ſtration, which his merit with Government had 
ſo eflentially founded. 

To illucidate the foregoing obſervations I ſhall 
firſt remark, that although my Lord, you claim 
from naturc. the inheritance of a ſound under- 
ftanding, and have probably enriched it from 
many valuable ſtores of learning and experi- 
ence, Mr. Eden appears from his writings, to 
have been a conſiderable ſource of your political 
Rnowlegge. He ſeems to have dedicated much 
time, either from your Lordſhip's requeſt, or 
from his affectionate friendſhip, to a collection 


of that information, which is moſt neceſlary for 


men who teek the high truſts of Government; 

and which, doubtleſs, he as ſtrongly incul- 
cated in private as in public letters to your 
Excellency. My Lord, theſe circumſtances could 
not have eſcaped Miniſtry, and they were of 


too much weight in Mr. Eden's favour, not to 


operate with them as very powerful motives for 


his nomination to the Secretaryſhip. The com- 


plexion of his politics ſuiting thoſe of the Ca- 
binet, and ſtanding ſo high in your opinion, 


1 
they knew, by conſequence, that your Lord- 
ſhip's adminiſtration in Ireland would be princi- 
pally ſteered by your friendly and faithful com- 
paſs; and that, from congenial ſentiments, no 
jarrings would ariſe between the helm's-man 
and his approved good maſter ;---confidera- 
tions of no ſmall moment and account. And 
as a further inducement to the end under enqui- 
ry, the cabinet knew, that from the affedti- 
onate influence deſcribed, it might be at times 
eaſier to maneuvre through the Secretary than 
the Viceroy. Some plans to be propoſed for ex- 
ecution, might require previous palliation, leſt 
they became too diſſonant to noble delicacy. It 
was a great point, therefore, to nominate a Se- 
cretary tor Ireland, whoſe inticing mode of rea- 
foning and warmth of attachment would be al- 
ways apt to win his © dear Lord,” — the Lord 
Lieutenant---into the wiſhed for meaſures.  _ 

Motives, no leſs cogent, ſtrike me as ariſing 
from the following circumſtances. After the re- 
turn of your Lordſhip and Mr. Eden from your 
unſucceſsful embaſly to America; and a little 
previous, if I miſtake not, to the opening of 
our laſt ſeſſion of parliament, Mr. Eden paid a 
viſit to Ireland. That his chief objects were to 
aſcertain the political temper of the kingdom, 
and to acquire a neceſſary knowledge of Itiſh 
affairs, is a point which it would be idle to diſcuſs. 
---But, with all my ſagacity, my Lord, I am at 
a loſs to determine, whether Mr. Eden's viſit to 
Ireland was a motion of his own or of your Ex- 
cellency's conception. I am inclined, indeed, 
to think it a joint idea; from a foreſight, or - 
(what I believe comes nearer the truth) a rea/ 
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contemplation of your preſent high appointments | 


in this Kingdom. 


Though the attainment of the laſt mentioned 


circumſtance might be an agreeable piece of 
knowledge tothe curious, the want of it weakens 
not the argument I am about to adduce. Mr. 
Eden came to Ireland he made his obſervations 
collected information----returned to Green- 
wich---and wrote, Nov. 4th, 177, a letter to 
your Lordſhip, © on the repreſentations of Ireland 
reſpecting a free trade. It was publiſhed, and, 
though it laid down no commercial ſyſtem of 
ſettlement between the two Kingdoms, Mini- 


ſtry liked the performance. What it wanted in 


plan, was made up by eandour and moderation 
---what it loſt from the character of a vſeful 
tract, was compenſated by the ſound advice it 


| breathed of good temper neceſſary to be diſplayed 


by the ſiſter kingdoms, pending the agitation of 
their commercial intereſts. 

But, with all Mr. Eaden's liberality of argu- 
ment, Miniſters ſaw clearly his political bras. It 
drove towards their goal---verged from their 


center and pointed with true magnetic virtue. 


Mr. Eden, therefore, was well qualified for a 
high and active ſtation in the newly intended 
adminiſtration of Ireland. His moderation, 


cried miniſtry, (ſuppoſing it affected) will be of 


the utmoſt good conſequence.— His coolneſs in 


the ſenate will diſarm the © hot fiery” patriots 


of Hibernia---and his liberality of ſentiment and 
diction will gain him the approbation of all par- 
ties--He will carry all our plans with a compla- 
cent demeanor, mildneſs of countenance and a 


ſmoothneſs of tongue. That theſe ſtriking Cha- 
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racteriſties ſervedlikewiſe as principal motives for 


the nomination of Mr. Eden to the Secretaryſhip, 
can be doubted only by thoſe who never ſtudied 
and read the dear friend of his Excellency the 
Earl of Carliſle. | | 
Other motives may be drawn from the lead- 
ing features of the Secretary of the laſt admi- 
niſtration. This part, however, of my enqui- 
ry becomes .irkſome. Compariſons are ſeldom 
pleaſing; and generally bring cenſure on thoſe 
that make them. I hope, nevertheleſs, that the 
more oſtenſible object of the compariſon will not 
think all parts of it derogatory and obnoxious; 
and that the tribute to his heart will be ſome 
atonement for the ſatire thrown out.---In my 
firſt letter to your Excellency I obſerved, that 
your immediate predeceſſor was a plain man; 
dead to pleaſure, and a foe to diſſipation; and 
who ſeemed alive only to the common rules of 
prudence and ceconomy. But for the latter 
attention, a conſtant liſtleſſneſs, fimplicity 
and inactivity appeared to pervade his mind.--- 
Never was the proverb---/ike maſter like man--- 
better exemplified than by his Secretary; Who, 
in every public point of view, ſeemed abſorbed 
in inſenſibility, torpid his — benumbed his 
faculties---lethargic his underſtanding. In the 
Senate, when officially neceſſitated to riſe, acti- 
on, utterance, memory, intelleQs----all took 
their flight, and left ſtanding a figure---1nani- 


| mated beyond the powers of deſcription. When 
| butted by junior ſenators, and ſpurred at by 


members, who never before were able to brea 

filence, ſuddenly would he ſtart up, as if elec- 

trifled with a ray of ſenſibility, to make reply 
| 1 


= 
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but “ alas! 'twas labour in vain, &c.“ He 
wueas therefore neceſſitated to leave it to his ſup- 
_ 3 porters, on right and left, (who trembled when 
1 the mad fit of oratory ſcized him,) to finiſh his 
half formed conceptions, and half uttered ſen- 
tences. f 
Let, my Lord, under ſuch a Lord Lieutenant, 
| and under fuck a Secretary, Ireland roſe from . 
; the loweſt ſlate of impoſed humility to conſe- 
___ quence---from abjectneſs to Honour from op- 
= | - preſſion to glory. Whatever were their heads, 
| their hearts, for the happineſs of this kingdom, 
. were ſound and pure too found and pure for 
| the aims and wiſhes of the Br:77/h cabinet. Twas 
| neceſſary, then, to change the ſyſtem. Sound 
| heads, ſaid miniſters, muſt be now our plan--- 


we muſt have a Lord Lieutenant, for Ireland, 
of penetration and florid abilities—with {l Se- 
| cretary of ſuperior ſagacity---who can not only 
| write but ſpeak---and who will be awake to thoſe & > 
| daring inroads that have led the kingdom out of 
obſcurity—and to thoſe iar, encroachments 
which have trod ſo nearly on the heels of Prero- 


; | gative. 
fl The duty, my Lord, with which Mr. 
den manauvred, while a brother commiſſioner 4. 


with your Lordſhip i in America, affords another 
very principal motive for his preſent employ. I 
1 wiſh, however, to draw a veil over a buſineſs, 

3 which, notwithſtanding it had the nobleſt object 
in view, had ſome circumſtances in its conduct 
I] that were a diſhonour to public virtue. I ſhall 
. only remark, that Mr. Eden thereby became, 
4 like your Excellency, a proved man ; having 
paſſed the ordeal trial (mentioned in my ſecond 
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letter) of minifterial obedience; or, in other words, 
having been proved by the Anti-American touch- 


lone, whoſe certificate not only qualifies a man 


for being Secretary to a Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land, but for any truſt the wi/e/? adminiſtration 
can confer, | GE EATS 
The laſt motive I ſhall urge, ariſes from the 
reſpectable conſequence of Mr. Eden's political 
judgment. Whoever reads his letter to your 
Lordſhip “ on the nature, progreſs, and effect 
of party ſpirit and of parties,” will perceive that 
he is maſter. of his ſubject. His deſcription of 


the charaQeriſtical principles of every party that 


can thrive under the foſtering influence of a free 
government, is juſt and animated. His ſatire is 
couched in this, as in all his other political pieces, 
under the winning garb of candour and libera- 
lity ; yet it cuts not the lefs. But his addreſs 
in ſtealing us inſenſibly into an approbation of 
miniſterial meaſures, and converting us, in ſpite 
of our prejudices, to tenets of court orthodoxy, is 
a fort that we muſt admire tho' we cannot ap- 
prove.---To apply this to my preſent ſubject I 
muſt obſerve, that notwithſtanding Ireland 1s 
not ſo fertile a ſoil for partzes as that of England, 
nor can they branch out here into ſuch nume- 
rous denominations and ſubdenominations as in 
our ſiſter kingdom, yet a glorious ſpirit of party 
hath taken root in the land of Saints, which the 
Cabinet deſpair of eradicating. The moſt they 
can attempt is to ſtint its growth---to nip it in 
its bud---to ſtifle it with thorns---or, perhaps, 
to Ad it with kindneſs. For this end---who ſo 
proper to nominate to the Secretaryſhip as Mr. 


Eden; who ſhewed himſelf ſo campleat an adept 


in the doctrines of party and of party-ſpirit! 
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my countrymen to be trebly on their guard. 
We have a dangerous adminiſtration to cope 
with — dangerous from attraction — dangerous 
from ability — dangerous from power. If ho- 
nour and the public welfare be their commiſſion 
to Ireland, let us meet them with confidence and 


generoſity.—If corruption, ſeduction and freſh 
chains be their objects and intention, let the 


Volunteers, in union with thouſands that are 


READY, do their country JUsTICE, and reſcue 


the nation from further tyrannic oppreſſion. 


Propoſing next, my Lord, to addreſs a few 


numbers of this paper to your Secretary, I muſt 
for a while withdraw myſelf from your Excel- 
lency's more immediate attention, and have the 
honour to remain, my Lord, &c. | 


The CONSTITUTIONAL WATCHMAN. 


rn Iv, 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


WILLIAM EDEN. 


Maxcn 13, 1781. 


W ITH much pleaſure, Sir, have I looked 
forward to this moment which gives me the ho- 


nour of addreſſing you. My introductory let- 
ters to his Zxce/lency, tho' requiſite, and con- 
hitent with my profeſſed character of Conſtitu- 


By way of concluſion I muſt again, my Lord, 
as in my laſt letter to your Excellency, remind 


( 81 
tional circumſpection, were on ſubjects that left 
me not at eaſe, nor admitted a preciſion of ar- 
gument. To endeavour to develope the ſecret 
motives of the Cabinet for his and your high ap- 
pointments in this kingdom, was getting, you 
might ſay, into the regions of fiction; and how- 
ever it might afford an opportunity for an exers 
ciſe of ingenuity of reaſoning, it could convey 
but little ſatisfaction to the mind, where the 
whole ſtruQture of the enquiry was founded on 
Hipothefrs. 18850 i 

To the juſtneſs of the foregoing animadver- 
ſion candour bids me plead: yet, Sir, fully of- 
ten in the twilight of probabilities have men 
ſtumbled on truth, In the obſcure refearches of 
ſuppoſition, ſickly rays of argument have fre- 
quently led to the open and all- powerful glare of 
certainty and conviction. Erroneous purſuits have 
been productive of good; and the moſt ridicu- 
lous projects of imagination been the parents of 
the greateſt diſcoveries to mankind. When 
men ſtrove firſt to dive into the dark Cabinet of 
nature, their mad attempts to prove the exiſt- 


ence of, and to diſcover the philoſophers ſtone, 


laid the foundation of the glorious ſyſtem of 
real philoſophy.—-Now, Sir, whether I, as ano- 
ther hair-brained experimentaliſt, have ſtruck 
/ight out of darkneſs from my introductory prin. 
ciples, concerning the political cauſe of exiſt. 
ence of the preſent Lord Lieutenant and Secre- 
tary of Ireland, and have diſcovered the vrtues 
and powers of a miniſterial Touchſtone, I ſub- 
mit to that true determining judge---the Zdax 
Rerum. tel 
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From the labyrinth of doubt and uncertainty 
Iam now, Sir, getting into free ſpace---not con- 
fined within the narrow and obſcure ſphere of 
hipotheſis, but ſtepping into the open and ex- 
2 ive field of indiſputable /acis; of which, as 
a whole nation feel their influence, ſo will my 
countrymen feel the juſtneſs or unjuſtneſs of 
the diſcuſſion I ſhall give them, and of the re- 
flections I ſhall — why And for my conduct in 
this ſpacious field, I ſhall inform you, Sir, with 
as little preamble as poſſible, the grogad Lin- 
tend to take and to follow up. 

I think, Mr. Eden, whoever has ſtudied at- 


_. tentively your letters to the Earl of Carliſle, will 


have ample cauſe to conclude, that you meant 
them to form for his Lordſhip a little political 
creed; or, to uſe a former expreſſion of mine--- 
a political mirror, wherein he might view the 
- different parties of men, and the conflict of inter- 
eſted principles with which they are actuated - 
- have an accurate knowledge of the relative cir- 


cumſtances between the belligerent powers--- 


underſtand the ſtate of England reſpecting her 


debts the nature of public credit and the art 


of finance---and finally to be able to form a 
proper judgment of Ireland, in regard to the 
temper of the nation and poſture of her affairs. 
Nov, Sir, conſiſtent with circumſpection, it 
becomes me, for the welfare and ſafety of my 
country, to examine your leading poſitions and- 
principles; leſt, if exceptionable, they either 
operate on our minds to our diſadvantage, or 
induce /i, Excellency, from their influence, to 
act againſt the intereſts of the kingdom he 
governs. I intend, therefore, from time to 
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time, prior to the next ſeſſions of parlia- 
ment, to ſelect from you a paſſage, to ſerve 
me by way of motto or text; inthe handling 
of which I ſhall be marked for an + eccen- 
tricity, in not . uſing the quotation like all 
writers and ſchoolmen, according to the mean. . 
ing, advice, rule or doctrine it lays down, but 
as a poſition or principle abſolutely militating 
againſt. the ſubject to be diſcuſſed, and againſt 
political fart: I confeſs, Sir, this does not 
forebode an increaſe of fame to you; but as 
am ingenuous enough to lay open my plan of 
correſpondence, my candour muſt meet your 
approbation, however you may diſlike the un- 
dertaking. 

According to the preſent faſhionable dofring 
of the caſtle, & of placing a confidence in, and 
exerciſing genero/tty towards England,” the firſt 
extract, by way of teſt, ſhall be taken from 
your letter to the Earl of Carliſle, on the repre- 
ſentations of Ireland reſpecting a Free Trade 

Page 4, Line 17, 18, 19. 

« A kind and manly confidence in the equity aw 
wiſdom of Great Britain ſhould regulate the an 
tations of Ireland.“ 4 

Let us firſt weigh the Equzty of Britain's con- 
duct towards Ireland by the Sncerity and Value 
of her favours,---Now, Sir, the true criterion-of 
the ſincerity and value of national obligations is 
to be drawn from the ime when, and diſpoſition 
under whrch they are conferred. On theſe two 
qualifications hang all the law” of political af- 
fection between ſiſter kingdoms. Let us try 
the argument by theſe cardinal points. 

Profperity, when the mind of man is free, 
and conſequently open to the influence of all 
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the nobler paſſions, is the time, or true ſtandard 
by which to judge of the worth of generoſity. 
An action done in proſperity is pure, and can 
be only done far the fake and love of virtue. 
It has no mean and unworthy motive to give it 
a gloſs.---No influence nor control to render its 
neceſſity a buſineſs of policy--No intereſt in view; 
and no baſe ſubterfuge in intention,---Now, 
Sir, England, during her long reign of glory 
and profperity, never exerciſed a generoſity, or 
was famous for virtuous actions towards Ireland 
Never beamed on her a warm and invigorat- 
ing ray of kindneſs and affection. Her own 
aggrandiſement, extent of commerce and ac- 
cumulation of wealth abſorbed her faculties. 
So wholly were her thoughts, views, deſigns and 
actions centered in /e/f, that a long loving and 
faithful ſiſter was not only to be neg/efed but 
| oppreſſed—Oppreſſed in every point but one, that 
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could poſſibly be deviſed to fink, to impoveriſh, 
and enervate the ſpirit of a nation.—To bring 
= the hoſt of examples that demonſtrate the truth 
1] of theſe aſſertions, would far exceed the bounds 
| of my deſign, and treſpaſs too much on the fa- 
f vour of a public Print. Ireland's numerous 
diſtreſſes and oppreſſions are too recent too 
near the hour of infliction to need exhibition 
for awakening remembrance. Let it ſuffice to 
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roaned under them. 
But ſay the preſent political preachers of the 
Caſtle England is entitled to Iriſh confidence 
{4 and generoſity from her friend/hip latterly ſhewn. 
| Ah! Sir, —when was that friendſhip exerciſed !— 
[0 not, as we have ſeen in Britain's profperity—but 
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remark---that for ages we experienced, felt and 


1 
is that moſt ungracious of all hours the hour 
of her nece{ity. This reaches the other cardinal 
point the diſpo/itzon under which England diſ- 
played her friendſhip ; every trait of which is 
loaden with /u/prcion—ſuſpicion that routs fer 
fincerity, and damns our confidence—When Bri- 
tain was ſurrounded with toes—her hands full 
ak of war—too full from the bloody conteſt with 
her children—her armies Corfoken by Fame and 
victory—her navy not miſtreſs even of her ow 
channel her Iriſh Miniſter declaring in the Se- 
nate— that England could not afford, conſiſtent 
with her critical ſituation, the neceſſary defence 
for this kingdom not to ſpeak of her alarms 
from the immortal army of Volunteer, which | 
(to uſe the language of an illuſtrious character, | 
« ſprung up from the ferpent's teeth which had 
been Jown”—l ſay, Sir, was a di/po/atron ta do 
8 Juſtice and ſhew mercy and affection at ſuch an 
interval, of ſo nobleand honourable a countenance 
as to entitle her to confidence and generoft by !— 

Qzei vult decipi, decipratur, | 
Since then the value of obligations, national as 
well as private, is to be eſtimated from the proſpe- 
r1ty in which exerciſed, that renders it a pure and 
voluntary a0. uninfluenced by ſiniſter motives, 
and not impelled by apprehenſions ſo the zime 
when received, in reſpect to utilihy, is another 
trying point of the ſincerity of the donor. Io 3 
confer a favour, when it can reheve diſtreſs, is i 
worthy the ſacred name of friendſhip—but to | 
+ | o preſent it at an hour, when no poſſible aduan- | 
tage can be obtained, is an inſult—and neither 
entitles to confidence nor genero/ity. Had Bri- 
tain, Sir, at any interval during the many hal- 
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cyon years ſhe enjoyed, permitted her ſiſter Hi- 


bernia to taſte the ſweets of an extended com- 


merce, and reap the harveſt of a free trade, the 
would moſt deſervedly have had a claim, in 


time of need, on our hearts — our purſes—our 
lives for her defence and ſupport :—but to take 


off our ſhackles at a period when almoſt every 


port is ſhut againſt us, either by open enemies 


or inſidious neutral powers—and to be ſo grac:- 


ous as to let us extend our commerce when 
ſwarms of enemies are at our doors, what is it 
but like relieving a poor priſoner, worn out by 
long confinement, when he has not a friendly 
aſylum in the world to go to, and when a num- 
ber of enemies are lying in wait to ſeize and de- 


ſpoil him of the little remaining wreck of his for- 
tune? Can ſuch ac be called frienaſip? Can 


ſuch cenduct be entitled to Triſ confidence and 


generoſiſy? 


I may be told, perhaps, that England preſented 


us with no leſs a gift than the liberty of trade 


to all her Weſt India iſlands :—that as this was a 
favour we had neither reaſon nor right to ex- 


pect, we owe her the greateſt return of con- 
fidence and gratitude.—I well recollect, Sir, the 


diviſions that were played, by court artiſts, on 
this tune of a fee giſl- they were indeed length- 
ened out till attention was palled and hearin 


grew ſick. To this I ſhall obſerve, by the bye, 


that the fate of our Weſt India poſſeſſions are 


certainly at preſent 77 nubibus—and that there 


is no ſmall probability of our being ſoon neceſ- 
ſitated to get a free-grft likewiſe from the 
Houſe of Bourbon, ſhould we be inclined to 
continue our mighty advantageons trade to that 
part of the globe. Be this as it may—the 


) 
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greateſt of England's boaſted favours have turn- | 
ed out the /za/{—and have compleatly plucked 
off her maſk of /incerity and genero/tty ; and ex- 
hibits ſuch a ſcene of chicanery and duplicity, | 
as ought to have due influence on the confi- | 
| 


dence preached up. 
From the above animadverſions I doubt not, 
1 Sir, but you perceive I allude to the a/tered Su- | 
gar bill. I do not intend here to enter into dry | 
calculations on that ſubject. The conſequences | 
ſpeak more effectually than if an orator roſe | 
from the dead to exclaim againſt it. An enquiry | 
into the preſent ſtate of the refinery of Ireland | 
will put an end to all cavil. I ſhall only remark | 
that a hankering after the o leven of monopoly 
was the principle that actuated to ſo baſe a du- | 
plicity. By impoſing fo /arge a duty on our im- ü 
portation of raw ſugars for refinery and ſo /mall | 
a duty on refined ſugars from England, was the 
allurement deſigned to keep the whole trade in 
her own hands, notwithſtanding the liberty ſhe 
had granted us. Butleſt we ſhould manufacture 
refined ſugars, in ſpite of the heavy clog to ob- 
ſtrut us, England likewiſe took good care to 
impoſe a duty, amounting to a prohibition, to 
prevent an exportation of our refinery to her. 
Theſe were acts of great and /rncere friendſhip, 
and uell entitle our ſiſter Britain to 1ri/h genero- 
ih; and to our placing (according to my text) a 
« manly confidence in her equity and wiſdom.” 
My next Letter, by embracing another ex- 
tract of your doctrine of Britih kindneſs to- 
wards Ireland, ſhall conſiderably more extend, 
and elucidate theſe reflections. I am, 6c. 


The CONSTITUTIONAL WATCHMAN. 


l 
E 8 T K . 
TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
WILLIAM EDEN. 


i an indiſputabls and undiſputed ſuct, that there has þ revailed 


through the times in which we live, u Vluntary aud warm beart> 
ed anxiety in this country (England) to expreſs her ſenſe of the af- 
 feftionate condutt of Ireland. It would be ſuperfluous to rejer your 
Lordſhip to the various act: of parliament, made in this diſpoſition, 
during the laft five yetrs ; they wwere numerous, but have not had 
the benefictal effetts Which avere meant.“ 
Letter to the Earl of Carliſle, page 5.—On the Repreſenta- 
tions of Ireland, &c. By William Eden, Elq. 


SIR 
; Marcn 31, 1781. 


1h E above quotation exhibits another por- 
tion of your political inſtruction or information, 
for the uſe of his Excellency ; the orthodoxy or 
infallibility of which I preſume to queſtion, and 


 Ciſputably to hold up in foro papuli. Such lan- 


guage and aſſertions may have ſuited the meri- 
dian of London, and won the credibility of nine 
tenths of the Engliſh nation; but in good truth, 
Sir, I much doubt, if on the 4th of Nov. 1979, 
when you thus addreſſed Lord Carliſle, and 


which the reader will obſerve was prior to all 


our late extenſions of trade, &c. nine honeſt 
Iriſhmen could have been found to ſupport you 
in the advancement of ſo ſtrange a doQrine. 

It is very extraordinary, Sir, from the viſit 
you had ſo recently paid to this kingdom, that 
the above poſitions could have eſcaped you. 
Had you then breathed any air beyond the at- 
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moſphere of the Caſtle of Dublin, you certain- 


ly muſt have known, that the general ſenſe and 
experience of the nation militated againſt your 
idea, and that the declarations of all ranks of 
people gave a plump negative to your concepti- 
on. The voluntary anxiety” of England to 


ſerve us, we well knew how to eſtimate from 


her repeated procraſtination of our affairs, on 
every commercial application of ſuccour and re- 
dreſs : and the © warm-heartedneſs” of that an- 
xiety will beſt appear, from a conſideration of 
the intentional value of thoſe numerous favours 
which you are pleaſed to declare that England 
conferred on us during the interval alluded to. 

As I would with, Sir, to do you juſtice, by 
examining the foundation of your aſſertions, let 
us take a curſory review of the Engliſh acts of 
parliament made in our favour, during the five 
years you mention; which, as prior to the date 
of your letter to his Excellency, muſt include 
the 14th and 19th years of the reign of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty : and for perſpicuity ſake we will 
arrange them according to the ſeparate articles 
of trade and navigation to which they relate. 


WoolLen MANUFACTURES. 


Since the exportation of the ſtaple commodi- 
ties and manufaQures of a country is of the firſt 
conſequence to its wealth, it is hardly neceſſary 
to remark---what was England's conſtant rule 
of conduct towards us on the woollen branch; or 
the remarkable declaration and affurance of Mil- 
liam to his Britiſh ſubjects “ that he would uſe 
his utmoſt endeavours to diſcourage the Woollen 
Trade of Ireland.” Let us ſee then, Sir, what 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


. 
relief, on this head, your warm-hearted five 

years of England's anxiety and affettion pro: 

duced us. | 

1 Geo. IL c. 45. Cloathing and accou- 
© trements, the production of Great Britain or 
Ireland, for the uſe of his Majeſty's forces 
* abroad, paid in part out of the Triſh revenue, 
may be exported from Ireland.“ 

This was the only article of an act paſſed, dur- 
ing the interval under diſcuſſion, in favour of 
our Woollen Manufactures; and the very poor 
advantage that could be derived from it in a na- 
tional point of view, ſuppoſing any exportation 
to take place, is evident from its bare recital : 
but when it is conſidered, that the act has no 
clauſe, binding government contractors for thoſe 
articles, 4 make them up of Iriſh manufacture, 
and that, in fact, almoſt the whole of them are 
made in and exported from England, this warm- 
hearted endeavour to ſerve the Trade of Ireland, 
contains ten grains of chicanery for each one of 
fincerity and intentional advantage. 


NAVIGATION AND PLANTATION. 


418 Geo. III. c. 55. Ships built in Ireland, 
Hor belonging to any of his Majeſty's ſubjeQs 
“ reſiding in Ireland, and not Britiſh built, are 
© to be entitled to the ſame privileges aud ad- 
« yantages in all parts of his Majeſty's domini- 
ons, as ſhips belonging to his Majeſty's ſub- 
* jects reſiding in Great-Britain.“ 

By this act, Iriſh-built ſhips, or ſhips of Iriſh 
property, had full liberty to ſail empty from Ire- 
land---to have free ingreſs and egreſs at all his 
Majeſty's ports, and be entitled to all the privi- 


E 
leges and advantages of Britiſh ſhips, except in 
the !r:1ing circumſtance of not being loaded with 
the valuable manufactures of their own country. 
„ Warmehearted anxiety, to expreſs her ſenſe of 
the affectionate conduct of Ireland!“ Vet, Sir, 
you will ſay, that the ſame act was very kind to 
allow Ireland 

« To export, under certain regulations, to the 
* Britiſh Plantations in America or the Weft= 
Indies, or any Britiſh ſettlement on the coaſt 
* of Africa, any goods the produce of manu- 
« facture of Ireland, except wool and woollen 
manufacture, cotton manufactures, hats, glaſs, 
hops, and gunpowder.“ | 
Still, Sir, you perceive from the excepti= 
on, how powerful the old leven of jealouſy, in 
reſpect to woollen and cotton manufactures, ope- 
rated even during your five years of boaſted af- 
fection. As to the embargo on our hats, Eng- 
land's policy was no leſs ind than goed. She 
had much rather our land was overrun with rab- 
bits than with VoLuxnTeERs. Het preventing 
us from exporting glaſs and hops, was very warm- 
hearted likewiſe; as being the moſt effeQual 
means, by leſſening the demand, to make us 
excel in the cultivation of the one, and the manu- 
facture of the other. It was very politic alſo, 
in reſpect to gunpouder; otherwiſe many mills, 
for fabricating that alarming commodity, might 
have been long ſince conſtructed in Ireland, and 
Volunteers have purchaſed i50 great à quantity 
for future operations. 

“To export all goods of the growth, product, 
“ of manufacture of Great Britain, legally im- 


C 
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| ported from thenee into neland, except woos 
| 


len manufactures and glaſs.” 
| Pray, Sir, don't you imagine that England had 
E more an eye to her own intereſt, from this arti- 
| . cle, than to that of Ireland ?---Yet, from hence, 
| one would imagine ſhe concluded us a nation of 
B fools; for after the expence of importing her 
| manufactures, to what market could we trade 5 
with them advantageouſly | Would not England 
be able every where to underſell us! 
« And all foreign certificate goods, legally 
imported from Great Britain into Ireland,” 
That we ſhould import from England ſuch | 
foreign goods, with a view of earting them, 
in their {imple ſtate, to an advantageous mar- 
ket, is conſiſtent only, I ſhould imagine, with 
commercial lunatics: I ſay, in their /mple fate, 
becauſe ſome foreign goods, particularly their 
linens, may have received additional improve- 
ments or embelliſhments, from ſtamping, paint- 4 d 
ing, &c. in Ireland, and afterwards been really 
exported by us with returning profit. But mark, 
Sir, the voluntary and warm-hearted anxiety of 
England for our welfare, exemplified by the fol- 
2 lowing addition. 
| «© But z6 to extend to foreign lincns painted, | 
0 &c. in Ireland.” | 
This fender aſtechion was equalled only by the 
ſubſequent clauſe, which well nigh amounted, * 
from the backwardneſs and unimprovcd ſtate of 
our manufaQures, to a prohibition of exporta- 
tion , 
And not to take place with eſpe to goods 
the manufacture of Ireland, except and until 
& they are chargeable 1 with duties to fas great an 
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umount as the like goods are charged 1 with on 
« exportation from Great Britain.“ 

Had we come to as great perfection in our ſeu 
yeral manufactures as England, there might 
have been ſome equity in the foregoing excepti- 

on; but while we were ſo far behind them, and 
they were able; from the ſuperior excellence of 
fil -» their goods, to underſell us at every market, the 
Juſtice as well as the kindneſs of ſuch acts ars 
only to be comprehended, Sir, by ſuch enlighten- 
ed underſtandings as thoſe of the preſent Lord 
Lieutenant and Secretary of Ireland. 


COTTON 


te 18 Geo. III. c. 56. Cotton yarn, the ma- 
% nufacture of Ireland, may be imported into 
Great Britain duty free. 
| Whoever will take the trouble to 3 
4 1 the Engliſh code of ſtatutes reſpecting the trade 
of e will find it to Ee, been our ſiſter's 
uniform tule of aſfection, to prohibit us from 
exporting to her our fully manufactured goods; 
but to invite us, to furniſh her with our materi- 
als in as raw a ſtate as poſſible. The above ar- 

ticle, of Cotton, is in ꝓroof; to which numerous 0 

other inſtances could be added, did I extend my 
enquiry beyond the five. years to which I have 
confined the preſent diſcuſſion. The following 
articles, however, fall within the period. 
* 14 Geo. III. c. 86. Raw hides of ſteers, 
cows, or any other cattle (except horſes, mares 
ln * or geldings) and calye ſkins, or goat ſkins, 

'] « raw and undreſled, may be imported into. 

« Great Britain from Ireland, duty free.” 
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But the moment we converted thoſe materi- 
als into leather, and applied to them the aw] and 
thread, there ended England's war m-feartedne/5. 


Tho inſtant our art and induſtry were exerciſed, 
_ that inſtant England ſtamped on them her pro- 


hibition and curſe. 
AIs Geo, III. c. 34. Rape Seed and Rape 


Cakes may be imported into Great Britain 


« from Ireland duty free.” 

I think, Sir, it was the late celebrated come- 
dian Foot, who obſerved, that the famous me- 
thodiſt, Y/tfield, had a ſpiritual and a carnal 
eye; fquinting at heaven with the left, while 
his right eye was fixed firmly on the fleſh, and 


on profitable mammon. Our good ſiſter of Eng- 


land, tho' not inſpired with double fight, can 
certainly look on two diſtant objects at the ſame 


time---that is, our intercſt and her own. She 


favours us with a /ef7-/fided caſt, while a 


ſtrong 77/7 viſual ray centers on f. To ap- 


ply this, you muſt know, Sir, that in Ireland 
there are hundreds of thouſands of acres of poor, 
waſte, heathy ground. When attempted to be 
improved, the firſt crop is generally of rape, 
that ſeed requiring no richneſs of foil to produce 
a plentiful crop. From this circumſtance Eng- 
land knew full well, ſhe could get rape- ſeed 


from us on far cheaper terms than ſhe could pur- 


chafe it from her own countrymen, whoſe land is 
in general, of too much valve, and of foo high 
rent, to be appropriated to ſo trifling a grain. 


« 16 Geo. III. c. 8. Salted beef, pork, bacon, 


& butter, and cattle, the laws permitting the 
* Importation from Ireland into Great Britain 
© duty free, are made perpetual,” 


—_— 


( 3: 

It has been, Sir, the opinion of many ſenſible 
ſpeculatiſts, that the exportation of proviſions 
do not ultimately tend to enrich a nation. It 
may raiſe the price of lands, and ſo add to the 
fortunes of thoſe who the leaſt want it: But 
by raiſing the price of proviſions at home, con- 
ſiderably enhances the expence of labour, and 


ſubjects the greater part of the community to 


mconveniencies, that operate in a thouſand ſub- 
ordinate ways to the diſtreſs, prejudice and inju- 
ry of the Nation. in general. Where labour is 


as high as in England, and whofe regulation 16 


greatly depends on the price of the immediate 
neceſſaries of life, a perpetual invitation to Ire- 
land to furniſh her with proviſions, is a perpe- 


tual policy. England, therefore, Sir, hath cer- 


tainly a warm=/heart---but it is aſſuredly towards 
terſelf 7a 

| ©& 19 Geo. III. e. 22. Permits the i | 
* on of Tallow, Hogs-lard, and Greaſe, duty 
< free, till the 2gth of March, 1982, from any 
© place,” 1 have been conſidering, Sir, why 
England's Importation of Tallow, &. ſhould be 


. 


extended only to March 1982, Perhaps ſhe 
_ concludes to be at peace by that Time, and that 


ſhe ſhall have no further occafion for extraordi- 
nary Illaminations on extraordinary Victories. 


She did well to inſert in the act“ from any 


place”-—becaufe ſhe foreſaw that Ireland would 
have little Tallow to export to her, as ſhe 
be weak enough to expend more in //uminations 
for a Free Trade, than the ſaid Free Trade would 


pay the expence of up to March 1792. 


4 15 Geo. III. c. 45. Grants an additional 
** bounty of 5s. per hogſhead upon flaxſeed 


imported into Ireland,” 


181 
This preſent was not made by England, ill = 
ber unhappy war with America had ſhut that 
} great mart tor flax-ſced againit us. This, there- 
i fore, was no more than common juſtice, but 
4 when we reflect, that we excel England in our 
linens, and that ſhe trades in that article ſo ex- 
tenſively through us, e, again greatly ag 

derated in granting us this additional bounty. 
19 Geo. III. c. 35. Repeals the acts 12 
i * and 1 5 Car. II. and any other act which pro- 
i „ hibits or reſtrains the ſetting, planting, or im- 
i „ proving, to grow, making, or curing tobac- 
[1 % co, either in ſeed, plant, or otherwiſe in Ire- 
3 “ land; and which, by virtue of the ſame act, 

« js allowed to be exported to Great Britain.” 
= - - This Preſent was alſo made us in conſequence 
. of the American war. When the Iriſh Tobac- 
i | co Bill paſſed the Engliſh Houſe of Commons, 
1 Lord North pronounced it to be a remedy for A! a 
i moſt of the diſtreſſes and grievances of our na- : 
| tion. Tobacco has been ſtyled, almoſt to a pro- 
verb, the thought inſpiring plant. It ſeemed, 
however, to have operated on his Lordſhip's in- 
tellects as a perfect narcolic; which added to 
the Miniſter's general propenfity to the adora- 
tion of Sommus, made him dream only of the 
! immenſe advantages, which he proclaimed 1 in 
the Senate would accrue to Ireland from its cul- 
'Þ tivation. If Lord North continues Miniſter of 
| England, till Ireland exports a ſhip-load of to- 
bacco, he may reſt eaſy, on that ſubject, for his 
Natural life at leaſt. 12 
There were ſome Engliſh acts likewiſe, which 
en _ the interval fleſcribed, giving en 
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couragement and granting bounties to Ireland in 
reſpect to foreign fiſheries. We might fith at 
Newfoundland-.--where, in time of peace, the 
French had the ſame liberty, ſo they kept at a 
little diſtance from us: No great compliment, 
therefore, in that reſpect. But the favour of 
all favours was this. England ah/o/utely granted 
us-=- 15 Geo. III. c. 31. to tranſport to New- 
4 foundland, hooks, - Jines, netting, and other tools 
* neceſfary for the fiſhing, being the Ma'nv- 
© FACTURES of Ireland.“ This Sir, was ſuch 
a real proof of England's warm-/heartedneſs to- 
wards us, that language ſuints under an attempt 
to expreſs its n We ſ had liberty alſo, from 
the ſame act, to go a whale-eatching on the coaſt 
of Läbrädore, into the Greenland ſeas, Davis's 
ſtreights, and the Lord knows whither Where 
after we had been toiling and endangering our 
lives for many months, England inſiſted, by the 
ſame act, ſhe might have the great happineſs of 

greeting our ſafe return by our entering /er ports, 
and landing on her quays our oil and cargoes du- 
ty free. But leſt theſe fiſhing excurſions might 
7A us on building our own ſhips, England was 
ſo cb lug as to inform us in this act, ſhe would 


[ave us thot trouble, and that our cod and whale 


fiſhing muſt be'purſiied only in & Britth built 


Nrrps.” Thus, to the end of the chapter, did 


Eieland demonſtrate to us her kindneſs ! 
' Theſe, Sir, I believe, were the whole of the 
benefits, except ſome very trifling matters, that 


accrued to our commerce, from Engliſh acts of 


Parliament paſſed within the five years ſpecified. 


And now, Mr. Eden, irony apart, Ros me 
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conciſely to aſk you, On a peruſal and conſi- 
deration of theſe acts, how could candour poſſi- 
bly permit you, to make with poſitiveneſs the 
aſſertions which ſtand at the head of this letter 
You fixed on an interval the moſt propitious for 


your panegyric on England, yet, on a fair exa- 
mination, what point of notoriety will the ſeve- 


ral acts of that interval eſtabliſh, except BRT- 
TISH SELFISHNEs8s and DUPLICITY ?---Under 
ſuch impreſſions could the over-Hrained chord 
ield but the“ ſonum acutum !"---Could the 
riſh Harp be poſſibly in tune with that of Eng- 


land! But I may be aſked, why all theſe 


retroſpective animadverſjons, fince Britain 


hath lately redreſſed almoſt the whole of our 


grievances ? The queſtion is a fair one, and it 


ſhall be ingenuouſly anſwered.---In my firſt let. 
ter, Sir, to you, I conſidered our new-born free- 


dom as the offspring of political necef/ity, not of 
xational afjettion or fincerity ; whereas you have 
advanced, that for five years prior to an exten- 
ſion of commerce, &c. © there prevailed in 


England a voluntary and warm-hearted anxiety to 


expreſs her ſenſe of the affectionate conduct of 
Ireland ;” and which was demonſtrable from the 
various aQs of parliament ſhe paſſed during that 
interval. Believe me, Sir, it would give me 
fincere ſatisfaction to be able to agree with you 
on this point ; but I fear, from the review above 


made, little credit can be given to England for 


the antecedent affection, which you have ſo po- 
ſitively aſcribed to her. | 

If England, Sir, be ſincere in promoting and 
eſtabliſhing Ireland's welfare, ſhe has it in her 
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power to extinguiſh and extirpato all remaining 


jealouſies. A DgcLaRaTORY BILL OF RIGHTS, 


offered and confirmed to us, will eternally unite - 


the two ſiſters in harmony-<ebanifh all ſuſpicion 
---and for ever condemn to filence the pen of 
every malcontent ; particularly of that very 


ſcribe himſelf, 5 
Your devoted ſervant, 
The CONSTITUTIONAL WATCHMAN. 
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UNDER THE SIGNATURE OP 
M M M.-Þ--0.8 
(Publiſhed in the Don Ex AN Pos v] 
TO THE 


VOLUNTEERS or IRELAND, 


LET TJ 


GENTLEMEN, Jvxr 10, 1781. 


Th E Cavse, which hath rouſed you to 
arms, is the moſt honourable in which man can 


engage. To oppoſe the inroads of foreign foeg 


is but a ſimple duty. All nations reſiſt the in- 


humble one, who has the honour, Sir, to ſub» 


142 ] 
vaſion of open enemies, from the common prin 
eiple of ſocial defence. But to wage” warfare. 
with domeſtic foes—enemies to the general rights 
and liberties of mankind, and this in oppoſition 
to all the temptations and wiles of corruption, 
claims a higher appellation than duty— tis VIR- 
TUB, — tis PUBLIC SPIRIT—'t18 n Pa- 
TRIOTISM. | 
No man, Gentlemen, who embarks in a no- 
ble and upright cauſe, ſhould heſitate to declare 
the motive of his engagement, nor the end he is 
determined to attain. - A general profeſſion of 
PRINCIPLES and RESOLUTIONS compadꝭs 
the ſons of freedom - warms them ſteadily to 
purſue ſucceſs, and ſtrikes the enemy with ter- 
rr and diſmay.— This public declaration of the 
eſſential Reaſon that induced you to embrace 
the firelock, and of your determined Per/eve- 
rance to fee Juſtice done your country, appears 
to be the only point wanting, at preſent, where- 
by to give dignity to your inſtitution, to render 
your conduct uniform and conſiſtent, and to 
ſtamp your aſſociations with their due reſpect 
and conſequence. 
of your brother Corps no leſs reſpectahle 
in numbers than highly diſtinguiſhed for profeſ- 
ſional rank and knowledge men deeply verſed 
in legal and conſtitutional ſcience, have judged 
the Pre/ent a fulneſs of time, that Volunteers 
ſhould be exp/rcit in their profeſſions, forcible in 
their reſolutions, and frm in their declarations. 
They copy not the example of double-dealing 
Miniſters - but openly and generouſly avow their 
fentiments, deſigns, and determinations. . They 
have unequivocally and nobly declared, Gentles, 
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men, what ought to appear in the moſt driking 
characters be. 

That an 7//egal and unde üben bent refivailt; 
the reſult, of weak and criminal policy, having: 
long oppreſſed this unhappy nation, had rouſed 
their Countrymen to a ſenſe of their own im-- 
portance, and to a demand of a Reſtitution of 
K ren © 1500) 

2 That they ſeel a virtuous: pride, from their 
endexvours having co-operated with thoſe of 
the other military aſſociations; and truſted, that 
a continuance of the patriotic ſpirit cannot fail 
to eſtabliſh thoſe rights o on a ſolid and permanent 
foundation.“ 

4 That as the attainment of this great pur- 
poſe was the principal object of their inſtitution, 
they were determined to perſevere until it ſhould 
be accompliſhed 5 conſcious their brethren had af- 
ſociated with egual Reſolution.” > 
This, Gentlemen, is not only the Language 
of Truth, but the language of Manhood: It 
is worthy a righteous purſuit—worthy the Vo 
Junteers of Ireland. Were the ſpirit and fob- 
ſtance of the Lawyer's addreſs adopted and 
echoed by the independent Corps in general of 
the kingdom, it would as certainly ſecure the 
obtainment of a DECLARATORY BILL OP 
RIGHTS, as the commencement of their armed 
Aſſociations propelled an Extenſion of trade and' 
a Reſtitution of Privileges. Without ſuch a 
ſolemn declaration, as a national Security, the 
extenſion and reſtitution gained, ſtand on x 
groundleſs and moſt fickle foundation. To uſe 
a miniſterial phraſe, the acquiſition is © .@ rope 


of 2 50 '---unſtable — tranſſent — liable to N : 


iS 
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done away by every returning tide of Parlia- 
mentary corruption. 

I remember it, Gentlemen, to have been lately 
remarked by no mean political writer, as a — 
 gumſtance of ſingular notoriety, © that England 
ſhould offer a — bill of Rights to Cates 
the deems in rebellion, yet demonſtrate a reluo- 
tance to preſent the ſame unequivocal and ſatiſ- 
factory terms to a Siſter ever diſtinguiſhed for 
ſanguine attachment, affection and loyalty.” 
There is ſomething ſuperlatively ſtrange in this. 
If Ireland did not fully merit, from her loyalty 
and affection, the moſt full confirmation of her 
Rights, the ages of opprefſion under which 
ſhe groaned, and her manifold grievances, far 
— in number, duration and ſeverity to any 
ever uttered by America, indiſputably found a 
claim for the extremeſt favours her ſiſter Brita in 
can beſtow, | 

An arbitrary ſyſtem of Engliſh Parliamentary 
impaſition was not de/igned only, but was abſo- 
lately inflicted for above a century on this king- 
Swag To be bound by acts made without the 

leis conſent, was a doctrine not meerly u 
dea to he inculcated and attempted, as in the 
eaſe of America, but actually enforced on and 
fuffered by this nation; and whoſe inhabitants 
were not only debarred their juſt inheritance of 
| Conſtitutional immunities, but ſhut out from the 
World in the enjoyment of almoſt every Com- 
mercial liberty. America complained and re- 
monſtrated but fur a few months but a deaf car 
was lent for ages to the graans of Ireland. The 
former,” on being unattended to, flew to arms; 


or, as Minifters ſay, into Rebellion. The _—__ 


ter, though ſinking v under the weight of ungrate- 
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ful oppreſſion, and unnatural ſorrows, remain 


ed Ready and affectionat et, with indigna- 

tion let i be pronounced, — that Re antlers, pu ea- 
gerly and —— was a commiſſion paſſed 
under the ſanction of the Britiſh Parliament, ts 
offer America more than ſhe had at firſt demand- 
ed to announce her free from all commercial 
control and taxation but that impoſed by her 
own Aſjemblies---and to ſecure her Libertiet by 
the moſt binding and ſacred Declaration of Right 
---and all this preſented at a moment when tIre- 
land was held in injurious and ignominious bon- 
dage. --- Gentlemen, the Commiſſioners who 
bore this peace-offering to America, head now 
the adminiſtration of your country. Will they 
not find it JUST and EXPEDIENT to offer 
equal terms to a dominion acroſs St. Geor 
Channel, as on the other fide the Atlantic! 
Shall Loyalty be judzed to merit a leſs obligation 
than preſumed Rebellion !--- 

But excluſive of the weighty conſequence 
above deſcribed, that will reſult from your pub- 
licly expreſſing an unanimity of ſentiment 
m_ the Declarations of the very reſpectable 

of Lawyers, it will alfo 3 the ſame 
Mikifters that found it politic to grant you a 
partial extenſion of Trade, and an impetfect re- 
ſtitution of Conſtitutional Rights, to let the 
emancipation of each be pure, indiſputable and 
unmutilated. Such was the duplicity exerciſed 
towards Ireland at the cloſe of our laſt ſeſſtons 
of Parliament, and ſuch the inſineetrity of re- 
gard towards us, manifeſted by England ſince 
that period, that jealouſy and drfeontent have 
yet too much cauſe to this nation. 


FR ſuggeſted, what you 
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all, Gentlemen, muſt experimentally feel, that 
the great purpo/e which was the principal bjet 
of your inſtitution is not yet accompliſhed. - You 
are clearly ſatisfied, that neither the Liberty of 
Commerce nor Conſtitution of Ireland, is yet 
PERFECT or SECURE. On YOU, and YOU 
alone, the attainment of. theſe momentous bleſ= 
ſings depends. 

Never was the ſtate of any riſing kingdom 
more critical than that, at preſent, of your 
Country. The grand queſtion between Go- 
vernment and Patriots 1s---Shall Ireland be un- 
equruocally Free 2-—If that momentous point be 
not irrevocably ſettled before England is diſengag= 
ed from her hoſtile foes, your land will never 
ſee the ſtin of freedom riſe with true glory. 
In a ſituatiqn, then, ſo critical, the warm- 
eſt hopes are built on you, Gentlemen, to. pro 
cure your country complete political beben. ; 
The eſſential, and indeed only conſideration 
moſt worthy your beſt attention, is the ſeaſona- 
ble opportunity, now within your graſp, of guard- 
ing againſt future inconveniencies, inroads and 
oppreſſions. Policy will not ſay---* it is pro- 
bable,the Engliſh Miniftry and Parliament are 
ſincere, and will not again afflict Ireland.” ---No, 
Gentlemen; Policy will firmly pronounce---- 
« Embrace the happy four that courts you.” Su 
CURE the Rights already. obtained, and give 
your Commerce and Conſtitution COMPLETE 
EMANCIPATION---Seize the preſent moment, 
and raiſe an impregnable bulwark againſt all 
contingencies: An eternity of time may not 
preſent again ſo favourable, ſo inviting a junc- 
ture---The demand is honourable---it is Vatio- 
wal Fuftice—Ireland atks to enjoy an egual Trade 
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and an equal Conſtitution with England-—The 
ſuit is fundamentally ;z/?-—You have begun 
well—Go through the g/orzous purſuit-;-let your 


motto of immortality be Finis corond, opus. by 
HAMPDEN. 


LB TT 0; 
TO THE 


REPRESENTATIVES or IRELAND. 


GENTLEMEN, Jones 23, 178. 


Yo UR time of afſembling rapidly approaches. 
Miniſters are doubtleſs well prepared for the Par- 
liamentary campaign. It behoves you, there- 
fore, at leaſt ſuch of you, Sirs, who boaſt a 
regard for the intereſts of your country, to be 
ready to meet them. The next ſeſſions will be 
the moſt momentous ever convened to deliberate, 
on the affairs of a nation. It is to determine the 
great point between Government and the Peo- 
ple, if the liberty obtained be a hd. or a ſub- 
ſtance—if temporary or durable=--it is, in fact, 
to demonſtrate, whether we are to poſſeſs unmu- 
zulated freedom, or ſtill to wear the baſe ſhackles 
of commercial bondage, and the ignominious 
badge of conſtitutional ſlavery. 8 

At the opening of every ſeſſions of Parlia- 
ment, Things generally wear a pleaſing aſpeQ--- 
All is: promiting and political ſunſhine.---Minif- 
teria! men draw with Patriots, and patriots with 


+ 
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courtiers 3. but the friends of Ireland are com- 
monly circumvented. Their ſuſpicion of any 
treachery on the part of Government, is baniſh» 
ed by the compliance and plauſibility of Admi- 
niſtration ; and the Majorities at firſt for remov- 
ing grievances, and conferring popular benefits, 
lull patriots into a ſupine and unhappy ſecurity, 
Ample ſupplies are in conſequence granted ; 
which, when obtained, it being no longer ne- 
ceſſary to keep up the farce of harmony and 
good humour; the maſk is thrown off, and 
gives the inſtruments of corruption too much 
_ cauſe to exult, at being enabled for another two 
years to batten on the foil of their country. 
Old is this miniſterial game, Gentlemen, of 
conciliating the good will of the Commons at 
the commencement of each ſeſſions, it is never- 
theleſs continually practiſed, and has been al- 
ways ſucceſsful. The aim of ſuch policy being 
ever manifeſted by the end gained, is it not aſto- 
niſhing that ſo many reſpectable men fhould 
_ conſtantly become dupes to fo general and ſhal- 
fow an artifice? In Lord Townthend's, Har- 
court's, and Buckingham's adminiſtration, this 
common piece of fineſſe was repeatedly played 
off. Even during the laſt ſeſſions, when ſo 
much is ſaid to have been done for Ireland, 
what inſtances of duplicity, wholly inconſiſtent 
with its commencement, did it produce? A 
ſhort view of theſe very extraordinary manœu- 
vres may be of uſe, and fruftrate, perhaps the 
adoption of ſimilar attempts on the next meet- 
ing of Parliament. 

Whoever recollects the critical humour and 
temper of the nation that preceded the laſt ſeſ- 


[ 49 1 
{frons, when the moſt determined and ſpirited 
addrefles, Gentlemen, were publicly made you 
by your conſtituents---when the Volunteer-army 
was rapidly increaſing, and ſending forth decla- 
rations which ſmote unnatural oppreſſion with 
terror, will eaſily conceive how neceſſary it was 
tor Government to comply immediately with 
the ſuit and imploring voice of this kingdom. 
They had the policy and fore/ight of being fully 
convinced, that unleſs they implicitly ſubmitted 
to almoſt unconditional meaſures, not a ſous 
would be granted whereby to keep agoing the 
wheels of their ſtate machine.“ Give them, 
cried Lord North, all they afk---it will throw 
them off their guard---pat them in good hu- 
mour, and induce them to raiſe ſupplies, and 
load their country with a liberal and unſparing 
hand. When that effential point is gained, 
eave the reſt to me. They ſhall have, indeed, 
full liberty to trade to the Weſt-Indies, but by 
a cunning reſerve which I will keep in petto, 
that trade ſhall be totally z/e/z/s. They may 
fabricate and paſs their own Mutiny Bill; but 
I will ultimately take care that it ſhall be ac- 
cording to Britiſh manufacture, and put it out 
of their power to exerciſe again the ig, by 
making the bill perpetual. In ſhort when they 
have amply granted the neceſſary ſupplies, I 
will throw off the maſk of kindneſs, and render 
the concluſion of this moſt memorable ſeſſions a 
downright contradi&ton to its beginning. They 
will fret and fume for a while, and talk loud of 
deception and chicanery ; but the interval of 
two years, the ſpecious Promiſes of a flowery 


new Lord Lieutenant, a few conceſſions again 
| D | 
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made and artful favours ſhown, will ſubject 
them, in October 1781, as liable to be duped 
and impoſed on, as in October 1779 
However mortifying, Gentlemen, theſe re- 
flections may be, of the probable exultation of 
the Engliſh Miniſter over Iriſh Parliamentary 
credulity, it is no more than a ſtrict conſidera- 
tion of the duplicity, exerciſed during your laſt 
ſitting, warrants ns to ſuppoſe and believe. 
Penſioned writers may tell us, that we are vex- 
ing ourſelves and diſputing about ideal evils--- 


that Lord North is the beſt of all Miniſters--- 


that he is the greateſt friend ever experienced 


by Ireland, and that the two extremes of our 
laſt ſeſſions were juſt and conſiſtent :—but ſuch 
hireling fools ought to know, that a ſenſe is 
prevalent through the kingdom which gives the 
lie direct to their impoſed doctrine. Notwith- 
ſtanding all the ſophiſtry that can be uſed to 


gloſs over arguments, the nation at large are 


fully ſatisfied of the infincerity and treachery 


with which the affairs of the laſt ſeſſions were 
wound up. That Parliament dawned with a 
moſt promiſing ſplendour, but ſet in a cloud. 
General illuminations and thankſgivings ho- 
noured its commencement, but forrow, aſto- 
niſhment, and indignation, accompanied its ex- 
it. The precious ſmile of your countrymen, 
Gentlemen, attended, you from home—your 
return was welcomed not with a plaudit, but 
diſgraced with the frown of diſappointment. 
Had not patriotic love been circumvented by mi- 
niſterial influence, the moſt valuable part of 
your commerce had never been baffled by a trick, 
nor your Conſtitution manacled by a new creat 
ed Perpetual Tyrant. 
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Though, Gentlemen, a aka opportunity 
was thus loſt, when you laſt aſſembled, of ob- 
taining your Commerce and Conſtitution per 7 1 
emancipation, if you take proper warning from 
the Miniſterial artifice then exerciſed on your 
ſenate, and learn wiſdom by experience, it is 
not yet too late to do yourſelves honour and 
your country juſtice. Every argument of po- 
licy ſtill ſubſiſts; every motive Cem temporary 
conſequence ſtill perſuades to the purſuit. Your 
demands, agreeable to the common rights of 
men, are fundamentally juſt. You aſk 
what 1s no loſs, but a gain to the donor ; ſince 
Ireland's proſperity muſt ultimately redound to 
England's good. We have an abſolute claim to 
an equal Free Trade with Britain—why ſhould it 
not be enjoyed ?—we ought, as equal heirs of 
Macxa CnaRTa, to have as pure and un- 
confined a Con/titution—why ſhould we not poſ- 
ſeſs it? 

The above Acquiſitions, Gentlemen, are in 
your power fully to obtain not indeed by pur- 
ſuing the conduct of former ſeſſions. There is 
a plain and unerring road before. you, which if 
trod firmly in, will lead to ſucceſs, to liberty 
and to fame. It is to beware of the old game 
of antecedent favours, to put you in good tem- 
per, and to fineſſe you out of ſupplies before 
your rights and privileges are eſtabliſhed on a 
ſafe and permanent foundation: For depend 
on it, if the Engliſh Minſter can thus lead you 
on till he has patched up a peace with the bel- 
ligerent powers, he will afterwards ſpeak in a 
tone of voice to Ireland, that will cauſe her 
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eternally to curſe the inviting day, when ſte. 
negleaed to SECURE her FREELOM. 


HAMPDEN. 


LETTER III. 


- 0 THE GENTLEMEN OF THE 
COUNTY b ME A T H, 


Who met at TRIM, the 3& of July, 1781, and x Eso ED, that 
it was improper LO” ASSOCIATE in ARMS with 


— 


ROMAN- CATHOLIC VOLUNTEERS, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Jory 17, 1781. 


* \ HEN the 4 bie prints announced your 
very extraordinary reſolutions of the 3d inſtant, 
moſt readers I believe concluded, that ſome baſty 
and infatuated moment, from the influence of 
the approaching dog-ſiar, had maddened the 
brains of twenty-two men; and that the firſt 
moment of reflection wou ug impel them to hur- 
ry an expreſs to town to ſtop the publication. 
Humanity, prudence, policy, every ſuggeſtion 
in ſhort, worthy virtuous conſideration, perſuad- 
ed to this belief; but with what indignant aſto-— 
niſhment do the kingdom now behold, that the 
act was deliberate, and your perſeverance i in it 
determined ? 4 4h | 2 

To imitate the manners of ancient times, in 
affixing to a particular æra a title expreſſive of 
its principal characteriſtic, many a good man hath 
pronounced the preſent to be the /:bera/ age. The 


3 
world too much and too long deluged with blood 
ay from religious difſentions, and ſick of the ab- 
ſurdity as well as funguinary principles of en- 
thußjaſts of all perſuaſions, wiſely and nobly 
determined to rid the earth of the monſter bo- 
try, To promote this laudable work, thoſe na- 
ti where the hydra was more ſecurely en- 
1 trenchet, led the way; and to the immortal 
fame ofthe pontificate, Ga Nx GANERLLI, he breath- 
ed ſentiments, Gentlemen, that would have 
been an honour to the beſt man among you, 
who attended the meeting at 77/m on the 3d in- 
ſtant. 5 | 
. Eafy aggt would be to trace this happy ſyſtem 
Uf /iberaltfy,, which within theſe few years was 
born, grew and flouriſhed over the more civi- 
!1zed parts of the world, I ſhall for preciſion ſake, 
and conſiſtent with the immediate object of dif- + 
cuſſion only remark, that England ſoon warmly 
. received and cheriſhdd the blefſed idea and de- 
ſign. Ireland immediately followed. Fully con- 
vinced that her Roman Catholic children had 
given long and ſufficient proof of attachment to 
„ the preſent Government of their peaceable de- 
| meanor, and of their readineſs to defend the 
kingdom againſt all invaders, her Parliament de- 
termined to reward their loyalty and unexcepti- 
onable conduct by the moſt generous extenſions 
of liberty.---Theſe favours, conferred from a 
conviction of /incerity in Roman Catholics of 
attachment to our Government and to ourſelves, 
are ſo firm a ſecurity for fidelity, that none but 
thoſe poſſeſſing the craſſa 1gnorantra, and urged 
with the malo animo of the Trim-meeting, can 
poſſibly entertain a doubt to the contrary, 


* 
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Having premiſed this, we will now, Gentle- 


Men, come to the ſubject of your refolutions.— 


Whatever partial definition you may put on the 
original inſtitution of the Volunteers of _ 
nine-tenths of the kingdom will not heſitate to 
declare, that to REDRESS, ſhould rece//ity re- 
quire, commercial and conſtitutional GRIEV - 
ANCES, was the PRINCIPAL cauſe or object 
of their aſſociation. Under the tyrannical op- 
preſſion, which this kingdom for ages ſuffered, 
the Roman Catholic ſubjects were equally in- 


volved with the Proteſtant. Born under a pre- 


ſumed free government, they were entitled to 
thoſe eſſential privileges of Magna Ce which 
any Iriſhman had a right con/trtutrony to enjoy. 
Illegal reſtraints of trade, were as illegal to Ro- 
man Catholics as to Proteſtants, and therefore, 
Gentlemen, in the ſimple caſe and ſituation. 
where a political neceſſity, from an untedreſſed 
ſufferance of arbitrary meaſures, warranted-the 

ſubjects of a nation to put themfelves in military 
array, it would require cooler heads than you 
appear to poſſeſs, to demonſtrate that Roman 
Catholics were excluded from uniting in the ge- 
neral cauſe of their country. 

You will doubtleſs attempt to oppoſe the po- 
ſition by the poor and confined argument, that 
by a penal and time-ſerving act of Parliament 
they are not entitled to carry arms. So by par- 
ticular ſtatutes all denominations of men, Pro- 
teſtants as well as Catholics, are forbid to raiſe 
armed forces without the King's authority. But 
do MAGNA CHAR TA pronounce, when its fun- 
damental laws are trampled on, and its ſacred 


barriers broken down by arbitrary kings, and 


1. 


Wo 
wicked minifters, that any deſcription of ſubjedts 


are diſqualified from aſſociating in arms for the 


3 


reſcue of their country from threatened ſlavery? 
Could it have been imagined, unleſs the late 
Trim Meeting had ſhewn it, that any ſet of men 
could ſuppoſe, that laws made for particular and 
temporary purpoſes ſhould ſuperſede the operati- 
on of the GENERAL Laws of nature and of 
nations! or when a kingdom's complete eman- 
cipation from a long conſtitutional and commer- 


cial bondage was in contemplation and deſign, 
that any of its ſons ſhould be debarred from 


uniting in its deliverance, from laws of relative 


force 2 confined and partial ends! Away 
with ſuctF narrow-minded policy—worthy the 
conceptions of unmanly prejudice—worthy thoſe 
underſtandings that were never enlightened 
with the doctrines of a Locke or Monteſquieu. 
You firſt reſolved, Gentlemen, That the in- 


ſtitution of Volunteer aſſociations was intended 


to ſupport his Majeſty's rightful Government 
over the whole empire” (that is as long as it is 
RIGHTFUL), © his crown and dignity in the 
illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover” (that is, while he 
11lufiriou/ly obſerves his Coronation Oath, and 
doth equal juſtice to all parts of his empire) 


and to ſupport the due legal authority of the 


laws of the land, and Conſtitution of the king- 
dom.“ — All this is well —excepting that the 
&* {ſupport of the CONSTITUTION of the king- 
dom, — ſhould have preceded every other conſi- 
deration. But pray, ſagacious Sirs! before you 
added your ſubſequent reſolutions, would it not 
have been conſiſtent with ſtrict propriety to have 


demonſtrated, that the Iriſh Roman Catholics 
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db not ſupport his Majeſty's rightful Govern 


ment over the whole empire, his crown and dig- 


nity in the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, &c, 


&c.” Tacitly to throw ſo odious a refleion, as 


that they are not fit men, during the preſent 
general and glorious exertions for true freedom, 


to aſſociate with in arms, and this without the 


aſſignment of any reaſon but the deſpicable one 
of the ſtatute alluded to, a law which in the opi- 
nion of every candid man, is virtually though 
not aQually repealed, and rendered, from the 


late liberal acts in favour of the Daman Catho- 


lics, abſolute dead letter---I ſay, Gentlemen, to 
attempt to affix ſuch a fligma, at a pexzod when 
the utmoſt harmony and unity ſhMId reign 
through all ranks and deſcriptions of men, was 
erecting in Trim on the zd inſtant, a ſtanding 


monument of folly, and on which the general 
execration of the kingdom ſhould indelibly be 


engraved, 

In juſtification of your uncharitable and dan- 
gerous reſolutions, you wiil probably be induc- 
ed to fly to former times for charges againſt the 
Roman Catholics.----The Iriſh maſſacre will 
doubtleſs be revived and dreſſed up in the moſt 
bloody colours, notwithſtanding the conduct of 
our laſt Parliament fully demonſtrates, that it 


was high time to bury all remembrance of reli- 


gious diſcords in the grave oi oblivion. To kcep 


alive theſe odious diſtinctions, and to blow up a 
blaze of religious enmity and perſecution, was 
reſerved for twenty-two mo/? honourable Gentle- 


men in the County of Meath ! When we reflect, 
that in Munſter and Connaught two thirds of the 


Volunteers are Roman Catholics----that they 


=, O_ 
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have unremittingly diſplayed an afhduous 2 
carneſt attention to © ſupport the due and legal 
authority of the laws of the land, and conſtitu- 
tion of the kingdom”-—that in the largeſt and 
moſt reſpectable counties of Ireland the "Proteſ- 
tant and Roman Catholic Volunteers draw to- 


_ gether in the greateſt amity and friendſhip, in 


how opprobrious, obnoxious, and really terrible 
light muſt the nation view the tranſactions of 
the Trim Mecting? They muſt be condemned 
in the eye of ſober reaſon---they muſt be abo- 
minated by the S and the world in ge- 
neral. 1 

Was I to adopt, Gentlemen, the iden which 


is gone abBad---that Miniſterial corruption hath 


crept in among you, poiſoning the minds of ſome 
who were held Patriots---and this for the] 8 
poſe of effecting a diſbandment of the Volun- 


teers, by ſowing diſſention among their conſti- 
tuent members, it would afford an ample field 


for enlarging my animad verſions, and — 
you to the juſt reſentment of your eountrymen; 
but I cannot, I will not ſuppoſe you ſo far loſt 
to the honour of Ireland, as to aim ſuch a blow 
at the very exiſtence of the Volunteers. Ra- 
ther do I conceive your reſolutions to be the ef- 
fe of the violence of local party, and of an 
haſty intemperance of county diſcords. Com- 
mon prudence, however, ſhould have directed 
their confinement to the unhappy ſcene of en- 
mity. They ought not to have tranſpired in the 
public prints. Their publication ſeems to indi- 
cate #wiſh to ſcatter their venomous influence 
through the kingdom.---Clear I am, Gentlemen, 


whatever be your motives, an adoption of your 


„„ 


principles will not extend beyond the bounds of 


Meath. Inſtead of being embraced, you will 


experience the principles will be univerſally re- 
probated the filence of other counties will be 

the greateſt reflection on your conduCt---the re- 
ſolutions of the Meeting of 771m, on the gd of 
July, 1781, will ſtand unexampled---the ſcorn 


of all virtuous and ſteady Volunteers, the ab- 


horrence of the nation, and the ridicule of 
mankind. 
8 HAMPDEN. 


een. 


- 
TO THE Karner OF THE 


DUBLIN EVENING POST: 


GENTLEMEN, Avavzr 9, 1781. 


1 PerCuive, from the public prints, Jam in- 
debted to you an obligation of a very ſingular 
kind. Had you not deemed it proper to inti- 
mate, that your correſpondent Hamepex, of 
the 24th ult. was not your preſent ſumble fer- 
vant, in good truth, Gentlemen, I might been 
ſuppoſed to have been hanged in effigy a few 


days fince at Galway. Though Government 


men may wiſh, perhaps, before the completion 
a the enſuing ſeſſions of Parliament, that I 


as gibbeted in propria perſona, you will be 
pleaſcd, Sirs, to accept my thanks for my late 


narrow eſcape from a figurative execution. My 


acknowledgments are due alſo, however little I 
deſire to receive a compliment at the expence of 
another's ignominy, for the unmerited diſtincti- 
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on paid me on the above occaſion by the inha- 
bitants of Galway. Their flattering alluſion will 
the more ſtimulate me to exert my humble abi- 
lities in the ſervice of my Counttymen. : 
In reſpect, Gentlemen, to your correſpondent, 
I muſt ccafeſs it was not quite fair to adopt a 
{ſignature in the /ame paper, which had fo fre- 
quently and fo recently been preſented to the 
public. It was certainly a violation of the little 
etiquette between political writers. His motives 
I pretend not to declare; but the event tells him 
he nearly endangered my neck---I might add too 
my reputation; for I can with veracity aſſure him, 
I hold the VOLUNTEER CAUSE too dearly at 
heart, to ſend out a publication that can poſſibly 
tend to create animoſity, or ſow ſedition in any 
one independent corps of the kingdom. My 
wiſh is to heal, not widen the breach of unhap- 
py diſſentions among Volunteers; for which end 
[ preſume to offer the following refleQions. 
That immortality which the Volunteers of 
Ireland have ſo nobly acquired, and that high 
eſtimation in which they are fo juſtly held by. 
the univerſe, are no leſs the due rewards of their 
HAR MON of conduct, than of the gallant Pa- 
TRIOTISM which lead them o arms, To behold 
ſuch an immenſe hoſt of military independents 
poſſeſſing the reſpect, confidence and honour of 
their country and of the world, from their ex- 
ternal rule of action; and participating in gene- 
ral, of all the ſocial and domeſtic virtues from 
internal regulation and demeanour, is a ſight, 
Gentlemen, not only worthy the moſt exalted 
admiration of mankind, but of the divine plau- 
dit of Heaven. By how much, then, this ex- 
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eellence of oonduct hath won a richneſs of praiſe 
from our own, from neighbouring, and from 
foreign nations, by ſo much the more will it be 
the regret of all, ſhould private altercation grow 
to ſuch an amount, as to deſtroy that beautiful 
fabric of harmony, which hath hitherto ſo hap- 
pily and ſo nobly compacted our Volunteer-ar- 
my. As the origination, increaſe, and eſtabliſh- 
ment of the independent corps of Ireland is the 

greateſt bleſſing that ever ſhone on an oppreſſed 
kingdom, any accident that can poſſibly endan- 
ger their extinction, will afford an everlaſting 
ſource of lamentation to every true and virtu- 
ous friend of his country. What the oppoſing ' 
combined powers of the earth have been fre- 
quently found inadequate to ſubdue, private 
diſſention at once accompliſhed. That worſt, 
that moſt dangerous of foes---1nternal diſcord-—- 
loſt Rome her name and glory, and levelled her 
proud. turrets with the duſt. 
The preſent very critical ſituation, Gentle- 
men, of Ireland, demands from the ſaviorirs of 
their land the utmoſt unity and concord. Their 
ſtrength is already adequate to the greatneſs of 
their purſuit. Social harmony will ſecure them 
SUCCESS. Let our gallant countrymen reflect, 
that the hour is at hand which is to determine 
the momentous point a point neareſt and 
deareſt to the wiſhes and hearts of men if UN- 
EQUIVOCAL FREEDOM is to be their enjoy- 
ment. Long, long was our juſt inheritance of 
national rights and privileges with-held by un- 
natural tyranny- our fore-fathers groaned for 
ages under the yoke of ungrateful oppreſſion— 
and if UNITY be now wanting among our de- 
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liverers, we ſhall certainly afford an inviting 
opportunity to watchful deſpotiſm, to return our 
Commerce and Conſtitution back again to their 
yet recent ſlavery.----Qur dreaded Volunteers 
ought to view themſelves with that conſequence 
in which they undoubtedly ſtand towards their 
country. Miniſterial men would fain inculcate, 
it is the conſiderate kindneſs=---it is the /i/terly love 
and aſfection of England that procured us our late 
partial extenſion of commerce and conſtitutional 
emancipation ; but let not monopolizing Britain 
attempt longer ſo groſsly to inſult our under- 
ſtanding. We know it, we ſee it, and we ex- 
perimentally feel it, that our Volunteers have. 
mediately and indirectly worked our political 
falvation. Had they not aſſociated, rapidly be- 
came proficients in arms, and drawn together 
with moſt exemplary harmony, we had ſtill ig- 
nobly clinked our chains--the ruſt of fetters ſtill 
eaten into our ſoul.--Hence may we conclude, 
of how infinite a concern is their perſeverance-in 
arms, in diſcipline, and above all in unity and 
ſocial peace | In concord they ate an impregnable 
tower of defence---at internal variance they are 
aſſailable by every foe---are loſt to themſclves--- 
and are loſt to their country. 
Let not the pen of idle malevolence ſuggeſt, 
that I am now libelling the Volunteers of Ire- 
land, by tacitly queſtioning their preſent inter- 
nal union : That ninety-nine corps of every 
hundred have lived and aQed with the moſt ex- 
alted friendſhip, and diſplayed a harmony equal 
to the ardour with which they were inſpired 
for their country's weal, with happineſs do I ad- 
mit. But that ſome few corps, Gentlemen, 
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| have experienced diviſions unworthy the ſacred 


' cauſe in which they are engaged, is a fact too 
_ notorious, and which hath been imprudently 
made too public to be denied. Yet, to the ho- 
nour of even ſuch corps be it obſerved, that they 
ſuffered not party diſputes and animoſities to in- 
jure the noble end of national defence againſt 
foreign or open enemies, and of national deli- 
verance from the enſlaving and corrupted mea- 
ſures of domeſtic foes. Seceders would not ad- 


mit internal jarrings to influence them to aban- 


don the intereſt of the public. They have im- 
mediately formed again and embodied in the ge- 
neral cauſe; ready to fight againſt the common 
enemy, by the ſides of thoſe, to whom diſſen- 
tion hath broken the bond of ſocial attachment. 
— This is a conduct, Gentlemen, which, how- 
ever we may lament private differences, we muſt 


applaud as worthy the moſt renowned characters 


of patriotiſm in either ancient or modern times. 

But notwithſtanding internal heats and ani- 
moſities among ſome few corps of Volunteers, 
have not injured - the general cauſe, it muſt be 
the wiſh of every good and virtuous man to ſee 
them ſubſide; or, at leaſt, to fee them hid from 
the penetrating and magnifyi ing eye of the pub- 
lic. Inſtead of an haſty ſubmiſſion of facts to 
the judgment of the nation at large, pity is it 
each corps did not appoint a ſtanding Commit- 
tee for the determination of all diſputes ; and 
from whole decrec, it ſhould be held diſhotiour- 
able to appeal. Such a rule is of moſt eaſy adop- 
tion, and would manifeſtly be attended wa the 
beſt good conſequences. - In ſuch caſe, probably, 
diſſention would be of ſhort duration, and ne- 
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ver heard beyond the bounds of the corps. - On 


the other hand, public appeals are calculated to 
exaſperate, and lay ſuch a laſting foundation for 
rancour and ill-will, as may ultimately endan- 
ger the political exiſtence or inſtitution of the 
Volunteer army. Should internal diſcord at 
length break into open rage and violence, as few 
men have a thorough command over themſelves 
in the unhappy moments of paſſion, what an 
apology or excuſe would it afford to a venal 
Miniſtry to compel them to diſband? While 
Volunteers are linked in harmony, the attempt 
will never be made; but while internally con- 
vulſed with diſſenſion, the advantage is too great, 
and the opportunity too inviting to be neglected 
by a Goverament, jealous of their inſtitution, and 
dreading the effects of their force and unanimety, 
as obnoxious and in contraſt to the meaſures of 


corruption and to the deſigns of tyranny. 


It may not be altogether unapplicable, Gen- 
tlemen, to my preſent aim of preaching up 21. 
ternal harmony to every Volunteer Corps in Ire- 
land, to recommend a unih of ſentiment in their 
reſpective addreſſes to their Reviewing Generals. 
To behold ſome addreſſes breathing zealous, ſpi- 
rited, and unequivocal declarations of the prin- 
cipal motives that animated the Volunteers to 
arm, and of their determinations. to obtain an 
nlimited freedom of commerce and of conſti- 
tution ; and to ſee others of a quite different 
complexion—/ukewarm, nerveleſs, and ſeeming- 
ly timid of a firm and manly avowal of their 
ſentiments and reſolves, muſt yield partial regret 
and diſſatisfaction to every earneſt and ſtedfaſt 
friend of his country. 'The cauſe of Ireland is 
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too noble to merit either a f57g:d rule of think 
ing, ſpeaking, writing or acting. St. Peter was 
fully convinced of the drv/nty of the maſter 
he followed; yet was ſo unſteady, that inſtead 
of openly and courageouſly acknowledging him, 
he had the meanneſs to deny him. No man 
| ſhould be aſhamed of a worthy and honoura- 
ble purſuit. The EMANCIPATION of 
a kingdom after ages of oppreſſion — and the 
SECURITY of new-botn rights and privileges 
on an immoveable foundation, are points of 
fuch immenſe conſequence, that every Volun- 
teer who feels his Nation's intereſt at heart, 
ſhould glory in a public profeſſion of his princi- 
ples.— -The late addreſs of the LAWYERS- 
CORPS diſplays an example, that hath planted 
an ever blooming laurel on their brow. ——O 
B—/lj—/t! why didſt thou not crown thy glo- 
rious review by decking it with a fot of that 
laurel But DERRY ! thou haſt immortalized 
thyſelf by richly wreathing it round thy temples. 


HAMPDEN. 


nn. 
TO THE 


PEOPLE or IRE LAND. 


' * Though we reflect with pleaſure, my Lord, on the great and me- 

ritorious exertions we have made, by which our enemies have 

been diſcouraged from their more than probable ſchemes of in- 
vading this iſland, while the regularity, internal peace an 

| od order of the country have been effefually eftabliſhed, yet 

2 true and watchful Citizens, we cannot avoid caſting an 


anxious eye to the moſt important object of all OUR RIGHTS 
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AS FREEMEN — the firſt of human bleſſings, dearer to ur than 
life, and of which we can never loſe fight. It is, therefore, 
with the utmoſt impatience wwe await that period, which we 
truſt is nyt fer off, when we fball ſee them PERFECTLY SE- 
CURED, by the re-eftabliſbment of the Iriſb Conſtitution in 
ALL ITS PARTS.” | 

See —Newry Addreſs to their Reviewing General, the 

Right Hon. the Earl of Cbarlemont. 


COUNTRYMEN, Seer. 1, 1781. 


] N the hiſtory of moſt nations there are 
riods, when a lukewarmneſs in political conduct 
is far more reprehenſible than temerity ; and by 
how much more great and critical is the occa- 
ſion, ſhould cenſure be increaſed and inflicted. 
If the poſition be a true one, thoſe virtuous 
and ſpirited citizens who adopt an oppoſite rule 
of conduct, are richly entitled to a grateful and 
eternal tribute of thanks and commendation 
from their country. | | 
The depending ſituation of Ireland, if we 
confider her aged growns of oppreſſion, and 
her unexpected and recent deliverance from 
bondage, is a a theme no leſs momentous than 
are her Saviours the VOLUNTEERS worthy 
of immortal fame. 'The voice of corruption, 
or the pen of proſtitution may repreſent her 
Emancipation as the affeQionate gift of a re- 
penting Siſter. But the circumſtances of the 
times, and the operation of common ſenſe de- 
clare, that to her gallant Volunteers alone doth 
Ireland owe her preſent ſhare of freedom 
riſing greatneſs. Reaſon ſcouts the idea 
of favour, when the boaſted obligation is con- 
ferred from nece//ity. | 


* 


Tho' I joyouſſy ſpeak, my Countrymen, of 
Freedom and deliverance from bondage,” he 
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exultation is damped with the mortiſying reflec- 
tion, that our liberty hath yet no fixed /{ab:- 
{ity—no ſolid and firm foundation of /ecur:ty. 
Our Volunteers have bravely wrenched aſunder 
the ſtrong barriers of unnatural tyranny—have 
entered the fane of freedom, and well nigh 
reached her ſacred altar, to offer a pure and 
perfe gift. Nobly indecd did they commence 
the race, and purſue it; but is the grand and 
fundamental Princip/e of their original inſtitu- 
tion ſtill active? Doth it ſtill warm their bo- 
ſoms, and ſtimulate to a full conſummation of 
Liberty? In a word, do the Volunteers in ge- 
neral breathe the ardor of the Army that filled 
the late NEWRY Review? Are they equally 
proud in their nation's cauſe, equally SPIR- 
ITED in their Declarations, and equally firm in 
their reſolutions ?-—-CLANRICKARDE! thy 
Battalions dared early to ſpeak forth unequivo- 
cally—OGLE ! thy County Corps were explicit 
5 LAWYERS! you openly avowed your 
ſentiments, and ſtamped /ega/ity on the glorious 
purſuit—DERRY ! thy independent Army he- 
ſitated not to proclaim their ſentiments—and 
NEWRY! thy embattled Hoſt crowned the 
-preclamation. 

The above portion, my Countrymen, of the 
Newry Addreſs, which honours this letter with 
an introduction, diſplays the genuine features 
of true Patriotiſm, and preſents her attractive 
and beaming countenance with all that manly 
fortitude, which have charaQeriſed the beſt men 
in the moſt critical times, and in the moſt try- 
ing ſituations. It breathes that /þ:rrrted ſenſe of 
the real political ſtate at preſent of Ireland, as 
| ſhould inſpire every breaſt that is animated 


Wot 
with a ſpark of ambition for the future fame 
and welfare, of their country. Happy would 
it be for théè nation, would ALL her gallant 
and armed Independents as boldly come forward 
to declare their*ſentiments. No man ſhould 
be aſhamed of a righteous cauſe. The Aſſoci- 
ation of our Volunteers firſt made Oppreſſion 
tremble; and urged her to unlooſe from her 
long and cruel graſp many of thoſe privileges 
which were the natural birthright of Iriſnmen. 
A perſeverance in our independent Corps to hold 
tight their arms; but above all an OPEN and 
UNEQUIVOCAL avowal of their principles 
and reſolutions, will /ecure a certain enjoyment 
of the liberty obtained, and further a perfect 
Emancipation ; without which neither Commerce 
nor Conſtitution can bloom and flouriſh. 

A very little attention to the animated lan- 
guage and ſentiments of the Newry Addreſs, 
points out a truth of which the ſlighteſt conſi- 
ſieration tells us we are clearly convinced—We 
feel and evidently perceive that our Freedom is 
not yet compleat; and what ought to be of more 
anxious and alarming reflection, that not a jot 
of our new-born acquiſition of national 7:g/ts 
| hath yet any ſolid foundation of permanence. 
We have the ſerpent—the hydra of unnatural 
tyranny within our power, but we have not 
/corched it. The Addreſs ſuggeſts, that the pe- 
_ riod is not far off, when the national Aſſembly, 
if not wanting to themſelves, and blind to their 
kingdom's intereſt, may found and eſtabliſh 
their liberties on an everlaſting Baſe—To effect 
this, is to embrace the happy hour we enjoy— 
to take ſuch EFFECTUAL care while the oppor- 
E 2 
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tunity preſents, of enforcing, and ſecuring our 


rights and privileges, that they ſhall not be 
ſhaken by any future aſſailment of tyranny and 
ambition. 

It may be expected, my Countrymen, from a 
writer, who thus comes forward to recommend 
an adoption of the /pirited oſtenſibility diſplay- 
ed in the addreſs of the Volunteer Army re- 
viewed at Newry and to adviſe effeQuating a 
perfet emancipation, and timely ſecurity of our 
commercial and conſtitutional ,rights, that he 
ſhould demonſtrate a mode or plan for com- 
pletely gaining the one, and firmly eſtabliſhing 
the other. A moment's reflection, however, 


muſt ſatisfy, that the expectation is needleſs, 


fince the mode of attainment is glaringly 
conſpicuous to men of the ſlighteſt penetra- 
tion. Every motive of femporal expediency or 
political neceſſity, are equally operative, nay 
more Urgent, at this moment, to induce Britain 
10 a compliance with our tmo/? wiyhes, or rather 
to perform her utmoſt and zu/? duty towards Ire- 
land, than in October 1779. 
There i is an obſervation, which though Loon 
ſider it to come from an enemy to the liberties of 
mankind, I mean from the Government Pam- 
p;philet Writer, that contains a forcible argument, 
why the moſt open and ſpirited profeſſions and 
e W 1 publicly made by all Volun- 


teers and ranks of men in the kingdom hy 


they ſhould be peedy in their determination 
and why anxious for a firm and durable foun- 
dation whereon to erect their monument of na- 
tional freedom. In his pamphlet, in defence 
nnd juſtification of a perpetual — Bill, it 
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eſcapes from him, page 54. That a fit of re- 
turning pride in England, or a tettered condition 
of her affairs, might induce the Cy qu to with-hold 
aſſent, and that our charter would then fall to the 
round.” 
: Tho' I cannot help viewing this /reatening 
Innlimation as an inſtance of ſuperlative weak- 
* 3 neſs in our ftickler for the unconſtitutional mea- 
ſures of Government, yet is it accompanied, 
conſidering the preſent - diſpoſition - and p 
licy of the times, with a boldneſs of aſſu- 
rance, that is neither ſuitable to the real pro- 
ſpects of Great Britain, nor conſiſtent with 
the flouriſhing and increaſing ſtrength of 
Ireland. But whatever be our opinion of 
this ſtroke of intimidation, whether we aſcribe 
it to weakneſs of intellect, or reſolve it to its 
truer ſenſe, perhaps—an ebullition of wanton 
inſolence, there is a rule of conduc left for us 
9.5 ©. to purſue, from which the handmaids of po/rcy, 
prudence and perſeverance, ſhould ſuffer us not to 
ſtray. From what has been premiſed the con- 
duct is obvious. It is not to wait for a fit of re- 
turning pride in England, nor for a bettered con- 
dition of her affairs. It is to ſeize the inviting 
moment. It is to catch the fire of the NEWRY 
ADDRESS—to ſpeak out like men to look 
forward to that happy period when all OUR 
RIGHTS AS FREEMEN ſhall be ob- 
tained, and our Conſtitution eſtabliſhed in ALL 
* — PARTS on an everlaſting rock of SECU- 
Y. 


— 5 HAMPDE N. 
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UNDER THE SIGNATURE by | 


LUCIUS HIBERNICUS. 


Publiſbed in the Fxartmax's Jourxai.) 


LETT BR:-I 


TO THE VOLUNTEERS IN GENERAL 
8 OF IRELAND. 


GENTIEMZX, | 
| | 2 7 Jax. 12, 1782. 
WI TH OUT the dull formality of an un- 
Intereſting preamble, I preſume to recommend 
to your moſt ſerious attention, as the ground 
work of the correſpondence | ſhall do myſelf the 
honour to offer you, the following ResoLuT- 
oNs of the Firſt ULSTER Regiment, command- 
ed by the Earl of Charlemont, w hich were unani- 
mouſly agreed to at a meeting held at Armagh 
the 28th ult. and ſince publithed in ſeveral ncwſ- 
papers of this kingdom. * 


e Reſolved, That with the utmoſt concern, 
we behold the little attention paid to the con- 
ſtitutional rights of this kingdom, by the majo- 
rity of thoſe whoſe duty it is to eſtabliſh and 
preſerve the ſame.” 


Ko 
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« Reſolved, That to avert: the impending 
danger from the nation, and to reſtore the con- 
ſtitution to its original purity, the moſt vigorous 
and effectual methods muſt be purſued to root 
corruption and court influence from the legiſla- 
tive body. een e 

« Reſolved, That to open a path towards the 
attaining of this deſirable point, it 1s abſolutely 
requiſite that a meeting be held in the moſt cen- 
tral town of the province of Ulſter, which-we 
conceive to be Dungannon, to which ſaid meet- 
ing, every Volunteer Aſſociation of ſaid pro- 
vince is moſt earneſtly requeſted to ſend Dele- 
gates, then and there to deliberate on the preſent 
alarming fituation of public affairs, and to de- 
termine on and publiſh to their country, what 
inay be the reſult of ſaid meeting. | 

« Reſolved, That as many real and laſting 
advantages may ariſe to this kingdom from faid 
intended meeting being held before the preſent 
ſeſſion of Parliament is much further advanced, 
Friday the 15th day of February of next, at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon, is hereby appointed for 
ſaid meeting, at Dungannon, as aforeſaid. 

c Reſolved, That as at ſaid meeting it is 
highly probable the idea of forming brigades will 
be agitated and conſidered, the ſeveral corps of 
Volunteers who ſend Delegates to ſaid meeting, 
Fe requeſted to veſt in them a power to aflociate 
with ſome one of ſuch brigades as may be then 


formed, 
FRANCIS EVANS, Chairman.” 


The matter of theſe reſolutions appears, Gen- 
tlemen, of the firſt weight and conſequence to 
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the welfare of Ireland, and therefore merits the 


Higheſt reſpec and conſideration. The origina- 
tors of them will be found, I doubt not, at no 


very diſtant period, to deſerve the univerſal 
thanks of their countrymen. Ireland ſtands at 


this moment vibrating on an irrevocable balance, 


whether her people ſhall bear a name of honour 


and renown among the nations of the earth, or 
if they ſhall ignobly forego the conſtitutional and 
commercial freedom they have within their graſp 
whether reſcue themſelves from the bafeſt 


 flavery---/avery to corruption, or neglect the glo- 
rious golden opportunity, of becoming a people 
great and flouriſhing. One of the ſcales muſt 


ſpeedily, and, probably, eternally preponderate. 

Is there a man, Gentlemen, of this long abuſ- 
ed land, whoſe organs are ſo dull as not to per- 
eerve, that the Britiſh Cabinet, though hurling 
their nation and its fame to deſtruction, are tri- 
fling with you; and have reſolved neither your 
commerce nor conſtitution ſhall be free: or 


Whoſe heart is ſo proſtituted as not to be con- 


vinced, that the majority of your R--p—ves have 


determined to ſacrifice their county on the altar 


of corruption, and to return her back to her for- 
mer torpid ſervility, and deſpicable inſigniſicance 
In the eyes of the univerſe ? 

From the deplorable ſtate in which the Engliſh 
Miniſtry have plunged the Britiſh empire; with 


Heads teeming with ruinous projects, but with- 


out abilities to execute a ſingle plan that can 


gain them the humbleſt ſprig of laurel ; with 
hands full of war, whoſe hoſtile torrent, ruſh- 
ing from all quarters, they cannot ſtem; 


VVV 


73 J 


erown, much leſs to extend conqueſt, and wave 


the Britiſh enſign to victory and ſucceſs; in this 
wretched ſituation the Engliſh Miniſters had 
ſuthcient ſenſe to know, ay it was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary and politic to forego the op- 
preſſion long inflicted on Ireland, whoſe arm had 
ſuddenly become a tower of frength---to un- 
ſhackle her commerce and conſtitution, and to 
let her indulge herſelf in a dream of happi- 
neſs and freedom. I ſay a dream, Gentlemen, 
for no ſolid and durable ſubſtance is there in the 
favours which ſuch Miniſters have from nece/ft- 
ty atone, ſuffered to be conferred. That 
are Zemporifing, baſely temporiſing, with a * 
nerous nation; that they are giving us only a 
mutilated or imperfect conſtitution, and but a 
nugatory and ideal commerce in general; and, 
O thame, that the majority of our R—p—--ves 
are their ſupple tools and inſtruments in ſancti- 
fying ſuch conduct and deſigns, the fate lately 
of many a great queſtion loudly proclaims. 


At the outſet of the ſeſſions of 1779, many 


of your Corps, then but in their infancy, breath- 


eth forth the moſt worthy, animated and deter- 


mined ſentiments, and which were echoed from 
all parts of the kingdom by Corporate Bodies. 
The tools of corruption found it requiſite to join 
the patriotic chorus of a free trade, and a free 
ronſtitution. They were ſo condeſcending alſo 
as to unite in an unanimous declaration in Par- 
liament, that England had no rigit to bind Ire- 
land in any caſe whatever. But alas! it was a 
ſilent vote: it was not entered on the Journals. 
Their delicacy towards England, that had been 
fo delicate towards Ireland for ages, prevailed over 
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the too credulous patriots, and no trace of the 
declaration but in our memories is to be found. 

No Engliſh act can bind Ireland was the una- 
nimous voice of our Senate. What a perpetual 
and groſs mockery of this poſition and declara- 
tion is our perpetual Mutiny Brll!---Start not, 
Gentlemen, at the mention of this odious ſub- 
ject. It has been already too much diſcuſſed. 
It is the employ of Government pamphleteers 
to bewilder queſtions by voluminous argumen- 
tation. To hide the forcible rays of a plain and 
ſimple fact, all the ſophiſtry of diſquiſition has 
been brought forward, and to entice us to view 
the queſtion in every light but the juſt one., It 
has exiſted alone by the frippery of reaſoning, 
and by the ſuperficial gloſs of ſpecious 1 inno- 
cence. 

Let us, Gentlemen, for a moment take our 
perpetual Mutiny Bill in its naked ſtate, undiſ- 
guifed and diveſted of every artifice. I have 
pronounced it to be a groſs mockery of the una- 
nimous declaration in Parliament, © that no 
Engliſh act can bind Ireland. „What is the Iriſh 
Mutiny Bill I will adopt the definition uſed 
by the literary champion of Government in his 
letter to the people of Ireland, page 43. 

Die Iriſh Mutiny Bill is a law which enacts, 
that hereafter the forces in Ireland hall be govern- 
ed by his Majeſty's articles of war. hat is that 
. which we call the articles of war? A portion of an 
Engliſh act of Parliament, enacted from year 10 
year in the Parliament of Great B ritain for the 
regulation of the army. 

Such is the fact, Gentlemen, and ſo ſpeaks 
the miniſterial Advocate-General. What 1s the 
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plain deduction in common ſenſe, as well as 


agreeable to ſtrict logical conſtruction? It is, that 
the Iriſh Mutiny Bill is a law which perpetually 
enacts, that hereafter the forces in Ireland ſhall. 
be governed by an undefined portion of an Eng- | 
liſh aft of Parliament. This concluſion is un- 
deniable, and not to be overturned'by all the 


powers of ſophiſtry. The next deduction is 


equally obvious viz. that the majority of our 


R---p-----ves have ſacrificed the conſtitutional 


freedom of their country, by perpetually bind- 
ing it to adopt a portion of a variable Engliſi 


' aft of Parliament. 
Mark, Gentlemen, the applicatiing and the 


_ groſs inconſiſtency (to wave at preſent all con- 
ſiderations of the uncon/i:tutonalrty of the Bill) 


of the conduct of the M---j--ty of our R-p--ves. 


If any the leaſt alteration or change be made in 
our Money Bill, on the other fide of the water, 
it is unanimouſly reprobated in our H of C---, 
and a new bill paſſed, to ſhew their ſenſe of the 
indignity and. affront. Pray, Sirs, only obſerve, 
how a proſtituted M-jo---y ul ftrain at a knat” 
and ſwallow a camel! The Engliſh Mutiny Bill 
is annually liable to change---his Majeſty may 
inſtitute a thouſand new Articles of War, which 
Ireland perhaps might deem grievous the Bri- 
tiſh Parliament adopts them ;---again, his Ma- 
jeſty may curtail his Articles of War, which Ire- 


land may deem too lax to govern her ſfoldiers--- 


the Britiſh Parliament adopts them.---What is 
the unavoidable conſequence of our precious 
Mutiny Bill? Why, that we are eternally bound, 
in either caſe, to adopt the Mutiny Act of the 


Britiſh Parliament in whatever date or condition 
it comes from their hand, 
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Thus, Gentlemen, in the caſe of our Money 
Bill, we will not ſuffer an iota to be added or di- 


mini/hed on any one tranſmit ; but, reſpecting our 
Muti Bill, have paſſed an act perpetually to 
t any a/terations, however great and nume- 


rous, which the Engli/h Parliament ſhall think 


oper to inſtitute. Does not this conduct of the 
— of our R ves exactly reſemble the 


virtue of a laſcivious WHORE, who ſqueamiſh- 


| 15 refuſes the embrace of a countryman, but vile- 


0 and groſsly proſtitutes herſelf to numerous 
reigners; and enters into an agreement with 
them, that ſhe will perpetually ſubmit their w1// 
and inclinations in whatever manner they think 


proper ? 


Had our Parliament, fixed upon an Engliſh 
Mufiny Bill of any particular year, and from 


its apparent ſalutarineſs, made it perpetual in 


Ireland, they had obviated the reprehenſible 
meaſure on which I am dwelling. But to paſs 
an act, everlaſtingly obliging themſelves to adopt 
any Britiſi Mutiny act, whatever nature it bears, 
whether paſſed in 1782 or 1882, is no leſs a vio- 
lation of all conſtitutional. principle, than a 
downright ſoleciſm and abſurdity in parliamen- 
tary conduct. Tis a mockery on independency 
of legiſlation, a baſe contradiction to the unani- 
mous declaration of our Senate, “ that no Eng- 
liſh aft can bind Ireland.“ 

I ſhall only add, therefore, Gentlemen, on 


"this ſubject, Hows if we wiſh NOW, while we 


have the power, to ſecure a real and not a nominal 
conſtitution, our perpetual Mutiny Bill, among 


e things muſt be aboliſhed. 


Fc HIBERNICUS. 
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DEBE Tr 8! 210 
To his Excellency the Earl of Carliſle. 


— 


MY LO RD, Fes. 26, 1782. 


Br FORE I purſue further my intended courſe 
of letters to the Volunteer Corps of this king- 
dom, it may be of uſe to addreſs a few — 
to your Excellency.— The Re/o/ves of the Repre- 
ſentatives of one hundred and forty-three Corps 
of Volunteers, who lately met at Dungannon, 
may be attempted by Caſtle Men to be ridiculed, | 
and repreſented of no conſequence towards de- 
ranging the arbitrary ſchemes of government, 
aud ſtopping that tide of corruption which is 
boldly undermining the conſtitutional and com- 
mercial rights of Ireland. Beware, my Lord, 
of the beguiling and ſoothing tongue of flat- 
terers and ſycophants. They will deceive you, 
and lull you in ſecurity, till the very moment 
that the thunder of a brewing ſtorm rouſes you 
trom a political ſomnolency. 

It is prudent, my Lord, in a Viceroy of a 
kingdom to be ever awake to the growing or 
prevailing temper of the nation. From the 
_ complexion of a people's conduct and inclina- 
tions, a wiſe Ruler will form an early judgment 
of a plan of action, equally intereſting to him- 
ſelf as to the ſubjects over whom he exerciſes 
the power and authority of his maſter. No 
_ confined nor partial eſtimation of men and 
things will influence his conceptions, determi- 
nations or executions. Such a man will be in- 


duced to think and act alone from the friking 


| Sr 
features of the time, and to let them be the 
compaſs that ſteers his political helm. 4s 
From this preamble I am inclined to ſuggeſt 
to your Excellency, whether the preſent aſpect 
of affairs in this kingdom, be not a very alarm- 
ing one. Parliamentary majorities may preach 
Peace. They may compel reaſon, but cannot 
convince. 'They may impole ſeverities, and 
trample on the rights of mankind —but the 
woice of the PEOPLE will at length be heard. 
That their ARM be not elt, ought to be an 
carneſt- concern of your Excellency. The So- 
1 4 you repreſent has not many Kingdoms 
to loſe: it behoves you, therefore, my Lord, to 
give him, as early as poſſible, your private en- 
zZiments of the real inclinations of the People at 
large in this Country. He can form no true 
judgment from P—=——-—ry decifions. He 
knows too well how they are obtained. Secret 
advices from your Excellency may diſperſe a 
cloud, big with deception, to royal optics. 
Believe me, my Lord, the Dungannon Re- 
preſentatives are not fi ngular in their opinions 
concerning the determination of ſome momen- 
tous queſtions. A little trouble of inveſtigation 
will ſatisfy the moſt credulous, and convince 
your Excellency, that 7/err ſentiments are ſown 
thick and extenſive; have taken deep root in 
the heart of the kingdom, and will ſpecdily bring 
forth manifold increaſe. . The people irreſiſtibly 
experience that the boaſted free gift of a trade 
to the Weſt Indies is an abſolute nu//ity; and in 
the midſt of this experience cannot help won- 
dering at the inſolence of treachery and dup/r- 
city which ſo contrived matters, that this nation 


1 
ſhould be tempted to import refined ſugars from 


England, from the /ma//ne/s of the duty impoſ- 
ed, and be wholly excluded of exporting ſugars 


_ there, from a duty amounting on n to 


a prohibition. 

The people, my Lord, irreſiſtibly feel alſo the 
baſeneſs of an enſlaving perpetual Mutiny Bill. 
They know, beyond the power of argument to 
controvert, that paſſing a law to adopt every 
Mutiny Bill the Engliſh Parliament ſhall think 
proper to make ad infinitum—is paſling a law 
to make Ireland ever ſubmit, in this inſtance. at 
leaſt, to the will and pleaſure of the Engliſh 
Parliament. The people know it as a ſelf-evi- 
dent truth, if a perpetual Mutiny Bill was a 
conſtitutional act, that the Britiſh legiſlature 
ought likewiſe to adopt it; but why not adopt 
it as well as Ireland ?---The queſtion has been 
often aſked, my Lord, but never ſatisfactorily 
anſwered. Tis idle to talk that the pepeturty of 
the bill ſaves Ireland the danger of not having 
always the independency of bh parliament re- 
cognized (as it is now pretended to be, but 
which is mere pretence) ſuppoſing the act was 
limited it is equally ridiculous to talk of it, as 
ſaving the pride of England from being wound- 
ed; by making the conceſſion and acknowledg- 
ing the right every two years. What is funda- 
mentally juſt to concede, can at no time be a 
ſhame to recognize Let Ireland, like Britain, 
tack her Mutiny to her Money bill, and it will 
obviate all complaints, and be a perfect ſecurity 
from all danger of dental or diſappointment. 

To theſe grounds of jealouſy, everlaſting if 
not ſpeedily removed, the people of this country 


E 


| daily obſerve, the narrow and ſelfith policy 
which actuates England; and the private ftab 


_ the is giving our partially extended commerce 


by the incregſed bounties on the exportation of 
her own manufactures. She knows Ireland is 
not yet in a ſtate to keep pace with her either in 
bounttes or in excellence of manufacture, and 


therefore is determined to damn our infant trade 
at every market, by underſelling us thro' her 


bounties on exportation. The old leven of mo- 
noply is conſtantly working in our Aσσπſã /i/ter's 
breaſt=---it has hitherto been her diſgrace---let 
her be carefvl, it be not ultimately her bane. 
Happy had it been, when England, (from what- 
ever motives it matters not) was induced to 
make a facrifice to Ireland at the ſhrine of juſ- 
tice, had the then irrevocably offered up every 
aim of ungrateful oppreſſion, and every with of 
unnatural tyranny. 

But what, my Lord, will the people think 
and fay of the determination of P riday laſt! In 
the laſt ſeſſions, the Houſe of Commons una- 


nimouſly declared, by a ///ent or 8 | 


vote indeed, the independency of the Iriſh par- 

liament that the Britiſh Senate had no right to 
bind Ireland. The majority of the ſame M—-rs 
are now aſhamed to confirm therr former declara- 
t10n---and dare not for moſt virtuous and uncor- 
ruptible reaſons, to aſſert the honour, dignity, 
and independency of their own P t. 


upright Majority tell you it is now nexpedient 


ſo to do. My Lord, this faſhionable, tho com- 
mon place doctrine of 7nexpediency is thorough- 
ly underſtood by the people. They know it 
means only, that it rs expedient to defer poſitiue 
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ard final declarations on great conſtitutional pornts, 
while FErigland remains wear, When Britain, 
my Lord, has patched up a peace, the cant of 
expediency will ceaſe---the miniſterial cry then 
will be — affront England, by your patriotic 
queſtions and reſolves, 7 you dare.----Upon the 
whole, my Lord, little doubt is to be made that 
the people of Ireland are not ſatisfied with the 


liberties hitherto extended their commerce 


and conſtitution. And it may pretty fairly be 
concluded, that the animation, which at preſent 
reigns in the Volunteer army of the North, 
ariſes from a fixed determination to be free, and 


to be prepared for all contingencies ;---a deter- 


mination and preparation that will rapidly per- 
vade the realm. It reſts, therefore, to ex- 
preſs to your Excellency an apprehenſion, that 
if ſome ſpeedy and adeguaie means be not adopted, 
out of P ---t, to give content, the jealouſies 
may take too deep root to be eradicated ; and 
be productive 'of ſuch internal animoſities as 
may not caſily be allayed.—Would it not then, 
my Lord, well become that vig//ancy which is 
ſpoken of above, as an eſſential charaQeriftic 
of a wiſe Governor, to ſtrive by his advice to 
the Sovereign he repreſents, to aſſuage the ri- 
{ing anger and reſentment of the nation. 

Your Excellency's adminiſtration may be ex- 
ceedingly critical or glorious, according to your 
preſent repreſentations of the diſpoſition of 
the kingdom. Should you intimate to the King, 
and his Cabinet, that the Pecp/e of Ireland will 
be content with an altered Sugar Bill---a perpe-. 
tual Mutiny AQ---with 0 vote or declaration of 
their independency of legiſlature ; and will be 

F 


an immortality of honour, and preſe 
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reſigned to a ſufferance of partialities in favour 
of their ſiſter's commerce, at the expence, 


reftraint and ruin of their own, you may lead 
to an error that may involve a ſcene too horrible 
to think on. But if you be ſo circumſpect, my 
Lord, as ſtrongly to urge to the King and his Mi- 
niſtry, the abſolute expedrency of inſtantly re- 
moving the cauſes of complaint, ere may gain 

rve the peace 
of a Nation. 


I Heap my Lord, 
LUCIUS HIBERNICUS. 


TE TIE 2M. 


TO THE VOLUNTEERS IN GENERAL 


OF IRELAND. 


GENTLEMEN, 
Mazcu 5, 1782. 


Thar noble ſpirit of patriotiſm which has 
lately broke forth among the numerous brave 
and independant corps of the North, appears ſo 
rapidly to pervade the kingdom, that little doubt 
1s to be entertained but the voice of the nation 
will at length be heard. If our R—ves-will not 
diſcharge their duty to the pecple, it is right that 
the people, the origin of all delegated truſt and 
power, ſhould do juſtice to themſelves. Their 
patience has been long ſuffering ; but the ful- 
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ſalvation ſhall be wrought by the VOLUN- 
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neſs of time ſeems to be at hand, that political 


TEERSs of Ireland. 
The public prints have announced, Gentle- 


men, that a meeting of delegates from the Vo- 


luntceer corps of Connaught will ſpeedily take 


place. The patriotic zeal manifeſted by the 
corps 1n general of that province, carries with 
it a certain preſage, that the DUNGANNON 
RESOLVES will be adopted by them. Their 
determination will add conſiderable weight 
to the Northern reſolutions, and ſerve to hold 
up an eminent example to the kingdom at large. 

It muſt be looked for, Sirs, that in the pro- 
greſs of the preſent virtuous aim of the people of 
Ireland, every interruption will he given that 
can be deviſed by miniſters and their various 
tools and dependents. Every oppoſition, that 


venality can ſupport, may be expected, and eve- 
ry miſrepreſentation of the patriotic defign be 


extenſively and aſſiduouſly inculcated. But, 
Gentlemen, we are not to regard the opinions 
which government-men may intrude or propa- 
gate on this great occaſion. Their tenets are ſel- 
dom known to be in harmony with thoſe of the 
People: they are commonly at down-right war- 
fare with all meaſures that emanate from Patriot- 
iſm. Their aim is generally to blind, and their 
intention to deceive. 

The material circumſtances to be conſidered 
are—whether either the commerce or conſtitution 
of Ireland be yet free—whether either be direct- 
ly or indirectly yet under the control of the 
Britiſh legiſlature. If this queſtion turns out ap- 
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parent againſt the intereſt and freedom of our 
country, the next and very principal object of 


enquiry is why all the zeporiz17g Mane@uwres 
that ate praQiſing by the miniſters of the two 
kingdoms, and I am ſorry to ſay, countenanced, - 
encouraged, and ſupported by the majority — 
our own.R——ves! The femporiſing ſcheme is 
obvious to every manof Ireland, whoſe eye is not 
thickly filmed over with corruption. It is to 
lead us on till a peace 7s paiched up for then will 
the Engliſh Cabinet ſpeak to this devoted coun- 
try, if the be not wiſe enough zom to ſecure her 
liberties, with their former haughtineſs, and 
forge chains far more oppreſſive and galling. 

I may be told, perhaps, Gentlemen, that this 
is an improbable expectation, I anſwer, we are 
not to indulge an implicit belief of its improba- 
bility from opinions delivered at the Caſtle. Our 
policy, from ages of bondage, ſhould be to learn 
wiſdom from dear-bought cxperience, and to 
guard againſt a contingencies, againſt future in- 
convenience, inroads and 'offpr 2 ons. The ma- 
jority of your R— ves are full willing 
you ſhould be enſla ved to Britiſh influence; but 
it is the duty of the Pe9/e of Ireland to make 
their land a land of # edo. 

It was a threat thrown out, Gentlemen, by 
the leaders of Adminiſtration, during the laſt 


ſieſſ ons of Parliament, that, if we preſſed 


England too hard, ſhe would be apt to remem- 


ber it, when diſengaged from her common ene- 


mies. The ſame argument of terror was held 
up by a miniſterial writer” - It is neither wiſe 
nor honourable (ſaid he) to preſs Great Britain 
further.” ---Where theſe intimations originated 
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we can be at no loſs to gueſs. They were the 
ſecret inſtructions of Engliſh miniſters; and are 
ſufficient to every intelligent obſerver, that they 
are not only meant to perſuade and deter from 
the purſuit and attainment of important objects, 
but are nurſed by contemplation, and reſerved 
az excuſes and apologies for returning us back to 
{ormer ſufferings. | 

It is too often experienced, Sirs, in the com- 
mon intercourſes of life, that reſentment con- 
ceived in adverſity, is infficted with an unſpar- 
ing hand when proſperity empowers the executi- 
on. If humble and common dealings between 
men ſhew this principle, with what increaſe of 
violence muſt it operate on the extended ſcale of 
nations. Tho' Britain may now {mother her 
jealouſy at our extenſion of commerce and con- 
ſtitution, it is reaſonably to be apprehended ſhe 
has in her humility hatched a determination, 
that may thunder revenge in our ears when her 
enemies have unlooſed her hands. Why.ſhould 
we doubt this, fince ſhe has been forward enough 
to give us the hint. The above intimations ſpeak 
but too clearly her future intentions. 

In a ſituation then ſo critical, what choice 
have we but to act like MEN? We are told, 
that we ought not to preſs Great Britain further. 
If by further is meant, that we are not to have 
a trade by which we can Jide and profit; and 
not a conſtitution EQUALLY TREE as that of 
England; we ought to anſwer, that we will liſten 
not to the corrupted advice, Sound wiſdom 
ſhould direct us far wide of ſuch a perſuaſion. It 
ſhould influence us to become ſenſible of the 
proſtitution to which the majority of our Rp. 


ves are devoted---to become implacable in 
our reſentment of farther injuſtice ſteady in 
our oppoſition to Further oppretſion---and in- 
defatigable in our purſuit of INTRINSIC II- 


BERTY. 
LUCIUS HIBERNICUS. 


L. E n. 
TO THE 


VOLUNTEERS IX GENERAL oF IRELAND. 


GENTLEMEN, Marcn 16, 1782. 


Tur condeſeenſi on of W men, in 
chiming 1 in with the ſupporters of Mr. Yelver- 
ton's Bill, for giving force to the operation of 
ſuch Engliſh acts in this kingdom as ſhall meet 
the approbation of, and be paſſed by our ow: 
legiſlature, tho' a compelled, is a ſubtle ſtroke of 
policy. I ſay compelled, for the wide ſpreading 
influence of the Dungannon Reſolves has un- 
dpubtcdly awakened apprehenſions, and in- 
duced the 7r:/ miniſter and his adherents to 
make a vir/ue-of a nece//rty, by approving what 
it would be dangerous to oppoſe. 

But, gentlemen, the good caution inculcated 
by the adage, fimeo Danaos et dona ferentes, may 
in general be well applied to miniſterial men, 
when. they ſuddenly fall in with the meafures 
of their opponents, and make them a preſent of 
their countenance and ſupport on queſtions that 
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appear ſalutary to the intereſts of their country. 
Were there no juſt grounds for believing, from 
the very face of Mr. Velverton's Bill, that it 
does not amount, by any means to a full declara- 
tion of the udependency of the Iriſh legiſlature, 
the ſeeming cordiality beſtowed on it by the 
leaders and advocates of adminiſtration, is am- 
ple cauſe for ſuſpicion, that the meaſure is 2 
deguate to the wiſhes and the juſt rights of the 
people of this land; that 1t 1s equivocal, unſta. 
ble and inconcluſive; and admiſſible of future 
altercation and duplicity. 

By this ſuggeſtion I beg not to be underſtood 
that Mr. Yelverton's Bill is inimical to the con- 
ſtitutional rights of this country. On the con- 
trary, I am moſt ready to allow, it an exceeding 
GOOD BILL, that is, as far as it goes; but when 
I ſee the whole pack of Caſtle danglers, orators 
as well as ſcribes, ſet off in full cry in its praiſe; 
intimating that it is tantamount to a ul declara- 
tion of rights ; that it ought immediately to ſub- 
ſide all national jealouſies and diſcontents, I muſt 
beg leave totally to diſſent from their doctrine, 
and to warn my countrymen againſt being Jul. 
led into ignoble ſupineneſs, and againſt 'being 
warped from the laudable purſuit of /ecuring 
Freedom, while the ſo opporiunely courts our em- 
brace. If we ſuffer the flood, that is mow on 
the tide, to return, and to let the gale which 
blows fo proſperouſly, to die away, ere Liberty 
be ſafe moored in harbour, her bark, now 
freighted with Hibernia's commerce and conſtitu- 
tion, may be again driven back and charned to 
the white clifts of Aion. | 

As this, Gentlemen, is not a moment for back- 
wardneſs in ſpeaking our opinion, I ſhall not he- 
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ſitate to affirm, that as a Declaratory Bill of Rights 
is in itſelf the juſt right of Ireland, ſo would I 
_ adviſe my countrymen to demand IT Peron i 
rily of England. Can ſhe refuſe us the 

conſtitutional terms ſhe offered to e. or 
could the Earl of Carliſle and Mr. Eden poſſibly 
decline ſupporting the demand? Could Britain, 
with any honourable plea, evade a compliance ? 
or can any miniſterial advocate have the hardi- 
neſs to aſſert, that Jre/and merits not an enjoy- 
ment of a blefling that was refuſed by America? 
The men of Ireland ſhould ſpeak with a bold- 
neſs, becoming a ſenſibility of having experi- 
enced ages of oppreſſion, and a conviction of 
the full 7u/tice of the requiſition ; nor ſhould 
any conſiderations of partial intereſt, time- 
ſerving principles, or abſurd and abject weak- 
neſs influence us from a fleady and determined 
purſuit of an adegrate enjoyment of privileges 
worthy the character of a free born people. 

As every day produces either from Volunteer 
Corps, Corporate Bodies of Grand Jurics, deter- 
minations of obtaining complete emancipation . 
of our libertics, little doubt is to be entertained, 
but the noble ſpirit that has ſhewn ſorth in the 
North of Ireland, for obtaining an dual, not a 
reminal freedom of commerce and conſtitution, 
will univerſally pervade the kingdom. Aſſidu- 
ous marceuvrcs of ſome Colonels, under the 
control of Government, muſt be expeded ; but 
their endeavours to flop the progreſs of the pa- 
triot flame, will be ſrufrated, it is to be hoped, 
by the virtuous conduct and e of the 
corps at large. 

That ever ſteady, able, and upright friend to 
his country, Mr. Gra tan, is determined, as the 
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Parliamentary Debates intimate, to re-agitate 
after the receſs the momentous point of a De- 
claratory Bill of Rights. 1 muſt confeſs, Gen- 
tlemen, with every deference to this great and 
reſpectable character, I do not perceive the 
very forcible utility or advantage of ſuch dec/a- 
ration being made by our own parliament. A 
ſtronger power ſeldom holds himſelf bounden 
by the weaker. Where oppreſſion has been lon 

ſuffered, and rights unjuſtly withheld, the doer 
of the injury ought to make the act of atone- 
ment. If England be prudent, gentlemen, ſhe 
will immediately adopt the proper meaſures to 
render your reſolutions unneceſſary. If ſhe doth 
not, your reſolutions oght not to be in varn. 


LUCIUS HIBERNICUS. 


On Sunday April 14, 1782, his Grace the Duke of PORT- 
IL. ANI) arrived, ard was ſworn in Lord Chief Governor of 
Ireland, in conſequence of a thorough Change in the Admi- 
nifiration of England—a change effected for the ſalvation 
of the Pritiſh Empire, for the general happineſs of man- 
kind, and to the overthrow of that hoary ſyſtem of weak- 
neſs, obſtinacy and corruption, which had brought all his 
Majeſty's dominiens to the precipiece of bankruptcy, flavery 
and deſtructlon. It is hardly neceſſaty, therefore, to ob- 
ferve, that this glorious event rendered it unneceſſary for 
political writers further to wi. 1d the pen in the cauſe of their 
Country, from a firm conviction of the virtue, patriotiſm 
and wiſdom of the Miaiſtry of both K:ngdoms. "Is 
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CF It was intended, that ſeveral of the Author's Letters, under the 
ſonature of JUNIUS BRUTUS, that early took up the cauſe of 
Ireland and her Volunteers, ſhould have preceded the foregoing EJays ; 
but it was found they would render the Publication t20 voluminous, 
which the Writer fears is already too protix. The following Letter, 
therefore, under this Title, is only introduced ; and that out of Re- 
ſpect to the favourable mention made of it in the Houſe of Commont, 
by a Right Hon. Member, on the Day when the Houſe appeared una 


nini inclined to drop the Proſecution alluded to. 
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To His EXCELLENCY THE EARL OF 


"BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


Mx Loxy, 
Av. 26, 1780. 


| Dvuxzixg this alarming interval“ of ſuſ- 
penſe, while the paſſions of offended parties me- 
ditate conflict, and the peace of the kingdom 


is at ſtake, permit a ſincere friend of Ircland to 
addreſs to you his ſentiments and his apprehen- 
ſions. | | 

No event, my Lord, can be of ſuch danger- 
ous conſequence to the welfare of this kingdom, 
or which would give greater pleaſure to our moſt 
inveterate enemies, than a diſſention between 
parliament and our MERCHANTS and Vo- 
LUNTEERS. Tis an event that muſt ſtrike 
foreign nations with aſtoniſhment, when it is re- 
collected with what harmony all parties ſo lately 
drew together: the Parliament, on one hand, 
addrefling Majeſty in favour of the univerſal 


5 body of Merchants, and pouring out a warm 


and honourable culogium on their Hoſt of Vo- 
lunteers: on the other, MzERCHAN TS, VoLux- 
TEERS, Freeholders, in ſhort, all ranks of men 
preſenting addreſſes of thanks and gratitude to 
both Houſes of Parliament. So ſudden a revo- 
lution, as the depending vengeance denounced 
by Parliament againſt the Merchants and Yolun- 
teers of the Metropolis, muſt not only ſtrike fo- 


Interval of adjournment, after the Houſe of Commons had paſſed 
a motion to addreſs the Lord Lieutenant, to order the Attorney General 
to proſecute the Committee of Merchants and ſome Corps of Dublin 
Polunteers, on a charge of reſecting, in their Adgertiſements, on the 


Proceedings of the Houſe. 
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reign kingdoms with an uncommon: degree of 
ſurpriſe, but be too apt to convey the untavour- 
able ideas of inconſiſtency, inſtability, weakneſs 


and precipitancy. Small, my Lord, in a com- 
parative point of view, is the number at preſent ' 


of our merchants and patriotic defenders, againſt 
whom is lifted the implored arm of governmen- 
tal proſecution , but from the complexion of the 
times, of public meaſures, and from the appa- 
rent general ſenſe of the people, it requires lit- 
tle foreſight to declare, that the reſolutions of 
the Dublin Merchants and Corps of Volunteers 
will be ſpeedily echoed from all parts of the 
kingdom. And if ſuch be the caſe, will it be 
politic, my Lord, for Parliament and Govern- 
ment, in the preſent poſture of affairs and tem- 
per of the nation, to enlarge their ſcale of ven- 
geance! The Right Hon. Member, fo nearly 
allied to your Excellency, who judged it pru- 
dent to reprobate the reſolutions of the Mer- 
chants and Volunteers, obſerved in prefacing his 
motion, © that it was highly neceſſary to nip the 
evil in its bud.” But, my Lord, ought not that 
Right Hon. Member your relation, and all thoſe 


who ſupported him, ſeriouſly to conſider, if it 


be not moſt wiſe and moſt expedrent (according to 
the faſhionable term) 10 np that tremendous evil 
in its bud—the laying a foundation, from pro- 
ſecution, of an animoſity between Hurliament 
and the Merchants and Yolunteers! If the latter 
have expreſſed their ſentiments too freely of the 
late conduct of the majority of the Commons, 
will a moderate and candid man aſſert that they 
did not, on Monday laſt, act too precipitateꝶ on 
their part? But that we may judge, my Lord, 
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the more accurately of the ſoundation of this 
unhappy ſubjeR, let us for a moment take a re- 
troſpect of ſome former circumſtances, which 
may tend to exculpate (if exculpation be requi- 
| ſite) that conduct which hath given umbrage to 
Parliament, and to reconcile the much to be 
dreaded difterence between parties of ſuch high 
reſpect. 

There is no ſituation of liſe, my Lord, ſo 
trying to the minds of men, as ſudden tranſitions 
from joy to grief, or from miſery to happineſs. 
Eguam memento rebus in arduis ſervare mentem, 
non ſecus in bonts, is a Roman adage that contains a 
volume of philoſophy. The truth of the above 
obſervation is ſtrongly exemplified in private life; 
but when extended, reaching to a national point 
of view, the paroxyſm becomes fo great, that a 
general con vulſion ſeems to take place. To the 
truth, my Lord, of this poſition Ireland ſtands 
a ſtriking example. Stranger for centuries to 
the taſte of bliſs ;/ curbed, fettered and oppreſſed 
for ages both in Commerce and ConsTITUTI- 

oN, when the dawn of happineſs at length broke 
on her ſight (on the opening of the preſent ſeſ- 
ſions) her ſpring of joy ſurpaſſed the powers of 
deſcription. A boundleſs gratitude pervaded 
the land, and general illuminations lit the he- 
miſphere on the occaſion. Our virtuous - our 
ſpirited---our patriotic Commons was the tune- 
ful ſtrain of every gladſome tongue: Our No- 
BLE-=-OUr IN DEPEN DEN T=--OUr GLORIOUS Vo- 
LUNTEERS were the boaſt, the praiſe of thoſe 
Commons. All was harmony. Such, in ſhort, 
were the effects of ſo ſudden a tranſition from a 


ſtate of abject diſtreſs to an elevated proſpect of 
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bliſs, that an enthuſiaſtic exultation, bordering 
on phrenſy, took poſſeſſion of all degrees of men. 

The national mind, my Lord, thus elevated, 
and in a ſhort time ſettled on a firm baſis of be- 
lief that an unalienable and unſhaken freedom 
of Commerce and Conſtitution was eſtabliſhed, 
what a convulſion muſt it ſuffer, at the conclu- 
ſion of the ſeſſion, when, agreeable to a general 
ſenſe or perſuaſion of the Public, the extended 
trade is belicved to be rendered in a great mea- 
ſure a nullity, from the prohibition in effect of 
a profitable import! What a pang, alſo, muſt 
the national mind experience, when, agreeable 
to the ſame general per ſuaſion, it is believed, that 
the newly- acquired boaſted Independency of 
Conſtitution hath. received a novel a deſpotic 
{tab from the Crown's perpetual control of the 
army. From whatever principles or motives, my 
Lord, the Honourable Commons may entertain 
difterent conceptions of theſe matters, there 1s 
little doubt but the Merchants, Volunteers and 
People are firmly convinced of the juſtneſs of 
the opinions above expreſſed. 

It 1s not to be wondered at therefore, if, in 
the agitation of men's minds, from the natural 
violence of ſudden tranſitions, and from the frm 
perſuaſion of the loſs of commercial and conſti- 
tutional rights, that ſome reſolves of an irrita- 
ble nature were aimed at thoſe who were conſi- 
dered the eſtabliſhers of the calamity. But 
are thoſe Gentlemen, my Lord, who have 1n- 
voked the vengeance of Government againſt the 
Merchants and Volunteers of Dublin, clear in 
their conſciences that the ſenſe of the nation is 
not againſt them; and that their conduct, at the 


[ 94 ] 


extremes of the preſent ſeſſions, hath been un- 
form, juſt and confiftent? Though the higheſt 
reſpect be moſt certainly due to their auguſt and 
honourable Houſe, yet 1s the very.thin afſembly, 
which ſcems to have precipitated meaſures on 
Monday laſt, perfectly confident that the Mer- 
chants, Volunteers and Public, have no reaſon 
of complaint; or that their honourable Houſe in 
full meeting will approve of their late reſolves? 
Is that very thin aſſembly fully aware of the ef- 
teas which may reſult from their implored pro- 
ſecution taking place? May not its operation lay 
a foundation for internal commotions, of a thou- 
ſand times worſe conſequence, than the invaſi- 
on of a foreign foe? And while the internal peace 
of the kingdom is diſtracted by theſe unhappy 
differences, may not treacherous Bourbon ſnatch 
the inviting opportunity, and by various machi- 
nations convert it to the moſt fatal purpoſes ?--- 
In a word, my Lord, will it be prudent and 
found policy, while men's minds are ſuffer- 

ing under unexpected diſappointments, to in- 
creaſe the irritation, and by an oppreſſing per- 
ſecution drive them to reſolves of a far more 
alarming natures For can any reſolutions of 
parliament prevent the nation from aſſembling 
conſtilutionally; entering into the ſtricteſt agree- 
ments of non-importalion and non-conſumption ; of 
encreaſing the Yolunteer-army ten fold, of deter- 
mining to return no member to a future parlia- 
ment, who will not vote for a repeal of the mu- 
tiny bill, 'till every object of grievance is re- 
dreſſed? Rather, my Lord, than order the At- 
torney General (whoſe moderation and humanity 
muſt recoil at the buſineſs) tocommence the war 
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of proſecution, will it not be a far wiſer deter. 
mination to drop every intention whoſe obje& 
is not peace, and to facrifice to lenity a deſign 
which might long render the ſword a ſtranger to 
the ſcabbard ? | — 

In whatever point of view, my Lord, Iplace 
this unhappy ſubject of parliamentary proſecu- 
tion, it ſtrikes me with very alarming apprehenſi- 
ons. Though from the influence of ſome go- 
vernment Colonels we may expect a defection 
of a few Corps of Volunteers, yet that the ſame 
political ſentiments and determined ſpirit per- 
vade the Volunteer army in general, is a truth ſo 
evident, that it would be idle to diſcuſs it. An 
attack made therefore upon, and umbrage 
given to a body of above eiz/ty thouſand ſteady 
and armed Independants, J muſt confeſs, my Lord, 
makes me ſhudder on the contemplation, as be- 
ing pregnant with a thouſand fatal ill conſe- 
quences. The moment the Attorney General 
opens his attack on thoſe Corps which ſeem. 
the firſt object of parliamentary vengeance, . 
it is more than probable, that the Volun- 
teers in all parts of the nation will catch the 
alarm, and form Committees of Correſpondence 
for the ſupport, or rather in defence of their 
proſecuted fellow-corps of Dublin. Well is it 
if the flame of friendſhip ſtops here, and that, 
on the unfortunate occaſion, meaſures and re- 
ſolutions are not adopted which may ultimately 
endanger the peace of the kingdom. 

But in the name of common prudence, 
what object, my Lord, can warrant the riſk of 
ſuch dangerous conſequences !-----Is the dig- 
nity of Parliament ſo much hurt by a few haſty 


ou 


Reſolutions, which, however true, may be too 
freely expreſſed, that the nation muſt be thrown 
into a ferment and confuſion for an expiation! 
Will the wiſdom of our Senate deem the 
means, that may be productive of civil commo- 
tions, the only proper ſacrifice to their wounded 
honour ! 

But a few words more, my Lond, cad I have 
for the preſent done. It is the rumour of the pub- 
Iic, that the riſing of this ſeſſions of Parliament 

will terminate your Excellency's adminiſtra- 
tion. Sorry ſhall I be to behold your de- 
arture clouded with the ungracious frat of the 


amplored proſecution. Far more noble for your 


fame, 'my Lord, will be the interference of 
your arm of executive power. The ſhield of a 
nolo proſequr, not only to Mr. Digges Latouche, 
but to all parties concerned, will crown your 


Lordſhip's exit from this kingdom with true glo- 


ry. Such an act would, in my humble opinion, 
be of the utmoſt ae eee to the internal 
welfare of this country; and juſtly merit you, 
my Lord, the firiking of a deſcriptive national 
medal on the occaſion, bearing this inſcription, 
CONSERVATOR PACIS HIBERNIZ. 
That, in this moſt critical ſituation of affairs, 
divine Providence may guide your Excellency to 


the performance of what vill beſt contribute to 
the happineſs of my country, is the prayer, my 


Lord, of your 3 well-wiſher, 
JUNIUS BRU TUS. 


